ISAIAH 
Chapters 47-50

Chapter 47

Isa 47:1 "Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon; Sit on the ground without a throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans. For you shall no longer be called tender and delicate.

Isa 47:2 "Take the millstones and grind meal. Remove your veil, strip off the skirt, Uncover the leg, cross the rivers.

Isa 47:3 "Your nakedness will be uncovered, Your shame also will be exposed; I will take vengeance and will not spare a man."

Isa 47:4 Our Redeemer, the Lord of hosts is His name, The Holy One of Israel.

Previously we read of the destruction of their idols and now we read about the destruction of the city itself.  The designation of virgin is referring to the city itself.  It can be so described because it had not been assaulted since its rise to a great power.  But now the Lord is going to bring destruction upon them and they will be seen as they are in reality.  All of the discussion in verses 1-3 is symbolic.  They will be seen to have nothing and to be caused to go down from their high place of esteem to a lowly place of sitting on the ground. The area is called the daughter of the Chaldeans because the Chaldeans ruled the Mesopotamia region under Nebuchadnezzar after the fall of Assyria, whose capital city was Nineveh.  Nebuchadnezzar built Babylon into a mighty city after more than a thousand years of absence from power, and the gardens of his palace were called one of the Seven Wonders of the World.  

Verse four is parenthetical as the direct address of the Lord is resumed.  Babylon depended upon the stars for advice but God is Lord of everything, including the stars.  The redemption is spiritual and is not related to the return from Babylon.  
Isa 47:5 "Sit silently, and go into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans; For you will no more be called The queen of kingdoms.

Isa 47:6 "I was angry with My people, I profaned My heritage, And gave them into your hand. You did not show mercy to them, On the aged you made your yoke very heavy.

Isa 47:7 "Yet you said, 'I shall be a queen forever.' These things you did not consider, Nor remember the outcome of them.

Babylon had been the center of worldly attention with the light on them.  Now they would be in the dark and silent. The Babylonian empire will no longer be the queen of kingdoms.  Israel’s entire history was one of rebellion and God was angry with them.  Referring to them as His heritage means that they are eternally His.  Babylon did not take them for God gave them to Babylon.  Even though they were doing the Lord’s will they were not in subjection to God for they thought that they were in control and had captured Judah on their own.  They showed no mercy even on the elderly captives.  Babylon was deceived about its own importance and did not consider that someone else was in control.  
Isa 47:8 "Now, then, hear this, you sensual one, Who dwells securely, Who says in your heart, 'I am, and there is no one besides me. I shall not sit as a widow, Nor shall I know loss of children.'

Isa 47:9 "But these two things shall come on you suddenly in one day: Loss of children and widowhood. They shall come on you in full measure In spite of your many sorceries, In spite of the great power of your spells.

Isa 47:10 "And you felt secure in your wickedness and said, 'No one sees me,' Your wisdom and your knowledge, they have deluded you; For you have said in your heart, 'I am, and there is no one besides me.'

Isa 47:11 "But evil will come on you Which you will not know how to charm away; And disaster will fall on you For which you cannot atone, And destruction about which you do not know Will come on you suddenly.

Babylon had supreme arrogance about its position in the world.  They thought that they would never suffer loss of their position (not sit as a widow) nor cease to have citizens of its country (loss of children).  However both of these calamities would come upon them suddenly.  Their reliance upon sorcery and magic would not serve them well.  The destruction would come upon them as though they had no defenses.  They thought that they were totally self-secure and with such wisdom and knowledge that nobody could ever conquer them.  The wisdom and knowledge of the world will deceive anyone who does not know God.  They had lived and depended upon what in reality was evil and now that very evil will come upon them, meaning a destruction like they had imposed on others.  They will not have any defense for what is about to come upon them.  God is far greater than any that Babylon had ever known, and she has now become the object against which He sends the calamities.  
Isa 47:12 "Stand fast now in your spells And in your many sorceries With which you have labored from your youth; Perhaps you will be able to profit, Perhaps you may cause trembling.

Isa 47:13 "You are wearied with your many counsels; Let now the astrologers, Those who prophesy by the stars, Those who predict by the new moons, Stand up and save you from what will come upon you.

Isa 47:14 "Behold, they have become like stubble, Fire burns them; They cannot deliver themselves from the power of the flame; There will be no coal to warm by, Nor a fire to sit before!

Isa 47:15 "So have those become to you with whom you have labored, Who have trafficked with you from your youth; Each has wandered in his own way. There is none to save you.

She is enjoined to try to defend herself with her sorceries.  There seems to be some sarcasm involved in verse 12 and 13 as what they are suggested to do will be of no avail.  Perhaps they will cause God to tremble!  The Creator of the universe says for them to consult those whose job was to read the stars and give political advice to go ahead and save them from what is to come.  Certainly there is no help for Babylon in any of her consults.  Stubble burns quickly so that their astrologers do not even have the lasting power of logs in a fire.  Their wisdom will quickly be shown to be useless.  There will be no comfort for any who depend upon their prognostications.  Verse 15 says that even those who had been involved in marketing with the nation would not help them.  All of the outsiders would simply wander away and would be of no assistance as they faced destruction.  
Chapter 48

Isa 48:1 "Hear this, O house of Jacob, who are named Israel And who came forth from the loins of Judah, Who swear by the name of the Lord And invoke the God of Israel, But not in truth nor in righteousness.

Isa 48:2 "For they call themselves after the holy city, And lean on the God of Israel; The Lord of hosts is His name.

There may be implied the suggestion that although the people were called Israel, their conduct had removed them from being an Israel so that they were in fact only Jacob. God does not call the people Israel but Jacob. .  Isaiah is talking in the third person to diminish their importance.  

They themselves use Israel, the covenant name.  Their worship was hypocritical, as is much of the worship done in churches in America today.  They did not worship God in spirit or in truth:

John 4:24 "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

Because the dwelling place of Yahweh on earth is holy, the people who worship Yahweh are therefore called holy. Upon this One they lean for support and sustenance, and recognize and confess that He is the eternal, true God. Isaiah makes it clear that the name of God is the One who is Lord over all.   

Isa 48:3 "I declared the former things long ago And they went forth from My mouth, and I proclaimed them. Suddenly I acted, and they came to pass.

Isa 48:4 "Because I know that you are obstinate, And your neck is an iron sinew, And your forehead bronze,

Isa 48:5 Therefore I declared them to you long ago, Before they took place I proclaimed them to you, Lest you should say,' My idol has done them, And my graven image and my molten image have commanded them.'

Before Israel can understand the reason for the judgments she must know that God has foreknowledge of all things.  God is the creator and all that He has to do is to proclaim something to exist and it does.  He spoke time into existence as well as all matter.  God knew the heart of His people and that they would even claim that their idols had created the universe.  So God told them what would happen even before they happened.  God’s prophecy is perfect.  God has to make people able to hear Him for hearing God is the same as obeying Him.  When someone knows that God has spoken then He will obey.  Both of the expressions about their physiology are symbols of a hard heart.  He uses three words to describe a possible source of knowledge that might be claimed by the Israelites: idol, graven image, molten image.  All three just infer something created by man.  Again it is ridiculous to think that something we might make can then yield prophecy and aid to us.  
Isa 48:6 "You have heard; look at all this. And you, will you not declare it? I proclaim to you new things from this time, Even hidden things which you have not known.

Isa 48:7 "They are created now and not long ago; And before today you have not heard them, Lest you should say, 'Behold, I knew them.'

Isa 48:8 "You have not heard, you have not known. Even from long ago your ear has not been open, Because I knew that you would deal very treacherously; And you have been called a rebel from birth.

The details of what is to come are not revealed but whatever comes God is the One who ordained them to occur.  There will come upon them events that they could not have known and they will be for the eventful spiritual good of Israel.  God is now creating new events for them.  From history we know that what was coming was exile and then restoration helped by the human hand of Cyrus.  It is only when Isaiah proclaims that God is bringing new events to them that He has ordained could they know about them.  The reason why Israel had not heard these things before was that God knew their true wicked nature; He knew they would pervert the truth and ascribe the fulfillment of the predictions to idols and not to God Himself.  To say that their ear has not been open is a way to say that the truth had not been revealed to them.  He then gives the reason for restricting their knowledge.  He knew that they would act as the rebel they had been since birth.  Their history was replete with examples of disobedience and obstinacies.  
Isa 48:9 "For the sake of My name I delay My wrath, And for My praise I restrain it for you, In order not to cut you off.

Isa 48:10 "Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction.

Isa 48:11 "For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act; For how can My name be profaned? And My glory I will not give to another.

Were Israel to be cut off, it would be completely destroyed. Were that to happen, then the promise of salvation uttered by God to the patriarchs would be seen to be null and void, and the praise of God could not be sounded by His people, nor would His Name be the Name of One that is true to His promises. If, then, Israel perishes, God’s promises are seen to be of no effect. The purpose of God, however, was to bring into this world a Redeemer; and nothing must stand in the way of bringing to fruition His promise. Hence, God patiently holds back or delays the punishment.  It has been God’s purpose to try His people, that through their redemption His glory might be seen. The judgment is not for the purpose of destruction but for transformation.  If God should destroy the people and thus show Himself untrue to His covenant, His Name would be profaned. Were Israel to perish in the judgment the heathen would assume that Israel’s God was powerless to save.  
Isa 48:12 "Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am also the last.

Isa 48:13 "Surely My hand founded the earth, And My right hand spread out the heavens; When I call to them, they stand together.

Isa 48:14 "Assemble, all of you, and listen! Who among them has declared these things? The Lord loves him; he shall carry out His good pleasure on Babylon, And His arm shall be against the Chaldeans.

Isa 48:15 "I, even I, have spoken; indeed I have called him, I have brought him, and He will make his ways successful.

Isa 48:16 "Come near to Me, listen to this: From the first I have not spoken in secret, From the time it took place, I was there. And now the Lord God has sent Me, and His Spirit."

These four verses sum up chapters 40-48.  There is a family tone here as God asks them to listen to what He has to say.  He says that He is the first and the last meaning that He has always existed and always will exist.  He is the Creator of all that exists.  To found the earth means to bring it into existence and to establish it so that man can dwell upon it.  His right hand is a symbol of His absolute power.  When He calls them they stand together simply is symbolism for saying that not only is He the Creator, He also has absolute authority over all creation.  In verse 14 He is calling for all people to hear what He has to say.  There is nobody else who can declare and decree events to occur.  The identity of the person God loves is unclear.  He could mean Israel or He could mean Cyrus.  The word “love” does not necessarily mean a redeeming love but a choosing love so it could refer to either.  Whoever is meant, the meaning of the verse is clear in that God will bring justice against the Chaldeans.  Whereas Cyrus would take Babylon, the ultimate explanation of the action is that the power of the Creator God has been directed against the Chaldeans. 

In verse 15 we read that He has called Cyrus. As He calls heaven and earth and they do His bidding, so also He has called Cyrus, who will carry out His purpose. He has brought Cyrus, which means that He has caused him to appear upon the scene of history, ready to perform God’s purposes. If the suffixes of the verbs refer to Cyrus, then the teaching of the verse is that the whole course of Cyrus’ life and activity was in the hands of Israel’s God.  

In verse 16 God is saying that ever since He first began talking to His chosen people He did not do it in secret.  He has always proclaimed His existence and His purposes to them.  The sorcerers received their “visions” in secret so perhaps there is a contrast here to the way God proclaims Himself and the way the sorcerers say that they receive secrets.  The last sentence of verse 16 has a change in person speaking.  As so often employed in the prophecy, these words present the contrast between the old dispensation and the new. It is in looking forward to the new dispensation that they are here employed. A contrast is to be introduced between the prophets of the Old Testament economy and the Son of the New. The speaker is the Servant par excellence, already introduced in Isaiah 42:1, and about to be brought more prominently into the picture in chapters forty-nine, fifty, and fifty-three.  God will send forth His Son and His Spirit with the new covenant.  
Isa 48:17 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; "I am the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, Who leads you in the way you should go.

Isa 48:18 "If only you had paid attention to My commandments! Then your well-being would have been like a river, And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Isa 48:19 "Your descendants would have been like the sand, And your offspring like its grains; Their name would never be cut off or destroyed from My presence."

God is the only redeemer and He is also the Holy One of Israel and we need to remember that today also.  He says that He is the Lord and He is their God.  The people have to be taught and He is the Teacher.  The reference is not merely to the giving of the law at Sinai but to all the instruction God has given and does give His people through the ministry of the prophets.  This translation fits the time of Isaiah very well. The prophet looks back over the history of his people and laments that that history has been a sinful one, filled with apostasy and rebellion against the Lord. Because of this sinfulness, punishment is to come instead of rich peace and righteousness.  Throughout chapters 40–48 Isaiah has been pointing out the faithlessness of the nation, and now laments that such faithlessness is an actual fact.  Probably verse 19 is a reference to:
Gen 22:17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.

The fulfillment of this promise to Abraham would not come until after the coming of Jesus Christ.  At this point in time there is only a partial fulfillment.  Isaiah is bringing to the fore the climax of Israel’s long course of apostasy. Had there been hearkening and obedience upon their part, they would be as the sand of the sea, a great multitude. Instead of that, their very name is to be cut off from before God; not that Israel as a nation will no longer exist, but that Israel as the theocracy, the people of God, will no longer continue. Their very name, “holy nation,” will be completely destroyed. The glorious theocracy, with all its wondrous prerogatives, is to go into oblivion and to be thought of no more before God; and Israel will continue a dull existence as a nation until the fullness of time comes, when the age of shadow and type shall pass away and the great King of Kings appear upon earth to gather together His people.  
Isa 48:20 Go forth from Babylon! Flee from the Chaldeans! Declare with the sound of joyful shouting, proclaim this, Send it out to the end of the earth; Say, "The Lord has redeemed His servant Jacob."

Isa 48:21 And they did not thirst when He led them through the deserts. He made the water flow out of the rock for them; He split the rock, and the water gushed forth.

Isa 48:22 "There is no peace for the wicked," says the Lord.

The separation from Babylon is the first step in the new order of things, which will culminate in the advent of the Messiah; hence, with the sound of a shout the Israelites are to make known and cause this to be heard.  The coming out of Babylon is echoed also in:
Rev 18:4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, "Come out of her, my people, that you may not participate in her sins and that you may not receive of her plagues;

Rev 18:5 for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.

The new redemption is described in terms of the exodus from Egypt.  Just as He had done in the past, He would do in the future to save His people.  He ends this chapter with the promise that there will never be lasting peace for the wicked.  God will deliver a remnant but the ones among the Israel race who are not really His children will not receive peace.  Paul wrote of such people:

Titus 1:15 To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.

Titus 1:16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient, and worthless for any good deed.

This promise is sealed by “thus says the Lord”.  

Chapter 49
From now until 57:21 we will read of the pardoning of the iniquity of Jerusalem.

Isa 49:1 Listen to Me, O islands, And pay attention, you peoples from afar. The Lord called Me from the womb; From the body of My mother He named Me.

Isa 49:2 And He has made My mouth like a sharp sword; In the shadow of His hand He has concealed Me, And He has also made Me a select arrow; He has hidden Me in His quiver.

Isa 49:3 And He said to Me, "You are My Servant, Israel, In Whom I will show My glory."

Isa 49:4 But I said, "I have toiled in vain, I have spent My strength for nothing and vanity; Yet surely the justice due to Me is with the Lord, And My reward with My God."
Isa 49:5 And now says the Lord, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, in order that Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the Lord, And My God is My strength),

Isa 49:6 He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth."

In the previous section (40:1–48:22) Cyrus was prominent, for he was God’s instrument to make it possible for Israel to leave Babylon and return to its homeland. In him the world power was concentrated and made subservient to the kingdom of God. Although Medo-Persia was a part of the colossus of Daniel 2 and thus a member of the anti-God world power, nevertheless its king Cyrus was chosen by God to take the first steps in breaking the power that had destroyed the theocracy.  In the present section Cyrus is not mentioned, for the prophet now concentrates upon the delivery from sin to be brought about by a Deliverer infinitely greater than Cyrus, the Servant of the Lord. He who speaks with such compelling authority is the Messiah, as Head of His people.  The people addressed are also not just Israel but all nations (islands and from afar).  We see parallels with NT Scripture regarding this Person:
Matt 1:21 "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins."

Luke 1:41 And it came about that when Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

Luke 2:21 And when eight days were completed before His circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.

Paul similarly reflected upon his life:

Gal 1:15 But when He who had set me apart, even from my mother's womb, and called me through His grace, was pleased

Gal 1:16 to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood.

His mouth in verse two refers to His words:
Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Verse three is difficult but he is not referring to the nation Israel for they were a disobedient people who did not show forth the glory of God.  God must be using the name Israel in a Messianic sense.  The Servant is going to function as Israel in fulfilling its task that the nation itself was unable to accomplish.  Israel then is a designation of the true people of God, the whole body of the redeemed as members under the Head, the Messiah. After mentioning the human body Paul says, “So also is Christ” (1 Cor. 12:12): 
1Cor 12:12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.

Israel, therefore, is the Messiah conceived as the Head of His body, the true Church, although the emphasis at this point falls upon the members of the body. Calvin says, “In a word, the Lord honors by this name the Church, which is the spouse of Christ, just as the wife is honored by bearing the name and title of her husband.”  
Verse four also presents some difficulty.  Although the Servant is Jesus, the Son of God, He cannot in His human form fully accomplish the work of God.  He lived a sinless life and so fulfilled the Law in its fullest form.  The taking of the sins of God’s chosen people upon Himself and the placing of His righteousness into the accounts of those same people could only be done by God, the Father.  Thus Jesus would feel sorry and a sense of failure at the end of His life as He saw that Jerusalem would only welcome Him temporarily as He came into the city for the last time.  In Gethsemane He suffered the deep anguish of grief, trembling, and fear. He sought the companionship of His disciples; He prayed; He sweat great drops of blood. In the days of His flesh He offered up prayers and supplications to Him who was able to save Him from death, and He was heard for His godly fear (Heb 5:7).  We can think of the attitude of the disciples after the crucifixion to get an understanding of how the work of Jesus looked to the people.  Ending this verse he changes into a sure confidence that God would declare His work to be satisfactory.  
Verses 5 and 6 are fascinating.  Even though the Servant sees Himself as not accomplishing the goals of God (verse 4), God verifies that His work was perfect and indeed God made Him have human form for the purpose of accomplishing His work.  Not only was He worthy of bringing the nation Israel to salvation, He would be the tool for bringing people from all the nations into a state of justification before Holy God.  Israel had the light but needed the salvation.  The Gentiles did not even have the light so they need both the light and the salvation.  Jesus brings both to the entire world.  
Isa 49:7 Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and its Holy One, To the despised One, To the One abhorred by the nation, To the Servant of rulers, "Kings shall see and arise, Princes shall also bow down; Because of the Lord who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel who has chosen You."

Isa 49:8 Thus says the Lord, "In a favorable time I have answered You, And in a day of salvation I have helped You; And I will keep You and give You for a covenant of the people, To restore the land, to make them inherit the desolate heritages;

Jesus was despised by the world.  The people would call for His crucifixion rather than that of a horrible criminal.  But His work would be successful and many people including rulers would bow down before Him.  His success was not due to anything other than the faithfulness of God, the Holy One of Israel who chose this Servant to accomplish the task that the nation Israel could not accomplish.  There is an important point here for all of us.  There is no worldly glory in being chosen by God but there is glory at the end of the trip.  The time of God’s actions is totally in His hands and He acts according to His plans that were laid before the foundation of the world:
Gal 4:4 But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

2Cor 6:2 for He says, "At the acceptable time I listened to you, And on the day of salvation I helped you"; behold, now is "the acceptable time," behold, now is "the day of salvation"--

That the servant should be a covenant is the grand and central point of the passage, for it expresses the end God had in mind in forming him.  The picture refers primarily not to the return from the exile, but to the reestablishment of the Davidic kingdom under the Messiah, when all the true seed of Abraham will receive their promised inheritance.  
Isa 49:9 Saying to those who are bound,' Go forth,' To those who are in darkness,' Show yourselves.' Along the roads they will feed, And their pasture will be on all bare heights.

Isa 49:10 "They will not hunger or thirst, Neither will the scorching heat or sun strike them down; For He who has compassion on them will lead them, And will guide them to springs of water.

Isa 49:11 "And I will make all My mountains a road, And My highways will be raised up.

Isa 49:12 "Behold, these shall come from afar; And lo, these will come from the north and from the west, And these from the land of Sinim."

Isa 49:13 Shout for joy, O heavens! And rejoice, O earth! Break forth into joyful shouting, O mountains! For the Lord has comforted His people, And will have compassion on His afflicted.

The language of verse 9 is of the exile but the release is far greater for it is referring to the work of the Gospel in bringing out those who are in spiritual darkness.  Telling them to show themselves is commanding them to be a witness of what God has done for them.  The freed people are told that they will be fed in areas where one would least expect to find sustenance and this also is alluding to the spiritual feeding of God’s people.  In verses 10 and 11 he continues with the comparison to a flock of sheep as they are led by the Shepherd.  He uses mountains, heat, and the sun as symbols of anything that would appear to be an obstacle to the people accomplishing the will of God through them.  He promises always to lead them to the sustenance they need.  What appear to be obstacles will actually be used as roads toward God’s goal for them.  In verse 12 he indicates the widespread scattering of God’s people that will be brought together.  There is scholarly support for the land of Sinim to be China.  At any rate the people will be chosen from all parts of the world.  At the end of the theocracy they had been scattered to live among mankind all over the world.  
In verse 13 all of nature is told to rejoice at the work of the Lord and the reason for the rejoicing is given.

Psa 19:1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.

Rom 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.

Isa 49:14 But Zion said, "The Lord has forsaken me, And the Lord has forgotten me."

Isa 49:15 "Can a woman forget her nursing child, And have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, but I will not forget you.

Isa 49:16 "Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are continually before Me.

Isa 49:17 "Your builders hurry; Your destroyers and devastators Will depart from you.

Isa 49:18 "Lift up your eyes and look around; All of them gather together, they come to you. As I live," declares the Lord, "You shall surely put on all of them as jewels, and bind them on as a bride.

Isa 49:19 "For your waste and desolate places, and your destroyed land-- Surely now you will be too cramped for the inhabitants, And those who swallowed you will be far away.

Isa 49:20 "The children of whom you were bereaved will yet say in your ears, 'The place is too cramped for me; Make room for me that I may live here.'

Isa 49:21 "Then you will say in your heart, 'Who has begotten these for me, Since I have been bereaved of my children, And am barren, an exile and a wanderer? And who has reared these? Behold, I was left alone; From where did these come?'"

The redemption just pictured was far from what Israel expected.  Because of the widespread salvation just discussed, Isaiah is not addressing the city of Jerusalem nor is he thinking of the exiles in Babylon.  Rather Zion here is representative of all the chosen people of God whose capital and the center of God’s rule is Zion.  To make his point, he uses the imagery of a mother who will certainly not forget her children who have been birthed and nourished.  God has already told us that He created them and formed them as His chosen people and certainly God will never break His covenant nor forget what He had planned!  Inscribing them upon His hand is symbolic of having them before His eyes all the time.  The walls may refer to the disbelief, waywardness, and other sins that tend to separate God’s people from Him.  However He is faithful and nothing or nobody will be able to separate His people from Him.  
Rom 8:38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,

Rom 8:39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The builders are those that God has ordained to help establish His kingdom with His chosen people and He will cause them to perform their tasks in a timely fashion.  The destroyers and devastators are those who would try to put down the Kingdom and they will be taken away.  Zion is commanded to look up from her despair and see what God is doing.  Still addressing Zion, God declares that she will wear all her sons as an ornament. The true beauty of the Church is found in the work of grace in the hearts of believers. “But the true dignity of the Church is internal, so far as it consists of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and of progressive faith and piety” (Calvin).  
In verse 19 Zion is told that one day there will be so many inhabitants of the Promised Land that the land will have to be expanded.  Of course the expansion will include the entire globe.  They are also promised that all those who persecuted them will be far away.  In verses 20 they are promised that those who seemed to have left God will be brought back much as the story of the prodigal son told by Jesus.  In verse 21 the people trusted their own works to produce the children but God is the Father who brings in even the wayward sons to His side.  We are not commanded to make Christians but to disciple those who have been chosen and created by God (Matt 28:19, 20).  Sometimes it may seem that we are all alone or at least in the vast minority but God will provide all our needs including the companionship of fellow believers.  Even Elijah thought that he was all alone until God showed him thousands more believers.  Abraham and Sarah also thought that it was impossible for them to have children but God’s promise to them is still being fulfilled as more people are being added to His kingdom.
Isa 49:22 Thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I will lift up My hand to the nations, And set up My standard to the peoples; And they will bring your sons in their bosom, And your daughters will be carried on their shoulders.

Isa 49:23 "And kings will be your guardians, And their princesses your nurses. They will bow down to you with their faces to the earth, And lick the dust of your feet; And you will know that I am the Lord; Those who hopefully wait for Me will not be put to shame.

Here God answers their query.  He will provide the sons of the kingdom.  The nations refers to all those outside of the original covenant.  Lifting up His hand refers to actions to individuals close by and the standard refers to something lifted up so that people far away can see it.  God’s action causes the heathen nations to bring the sons of Zion to her.  The symbolism is for the bringing into the Kingdom the Gentiles.  Even the highest and most powerful rulers of the heathen nations will reverence the Church and devote to her all their wealth and power.  God will rule totally from Zion and those who have faith will have a hope that will be rewarded.  
Isa 49:24 "Can the prey be taken from the mighty man, Or the captives of a tyrant be rescued?"

Isa 49:25 Surely, thus says the Lord, "Even the captives of the mighty man will be taken away, And the prey of the tyrant will be rescued; For I will contend with the one who contends with you, And I will save your sons.

Isa 49:26 "And I will feed your oppressors with their own flesh, And they will become drunk with their own blood as with sweet wine; And all flesh will know that I, the Lord, am your Savior, And your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob."

Here God addresses His ability to do what He proposes.  He is God and none can act against Him.  The people would have seen a comparison with what God did in removing the people from slavery in Egypt.  He accomplished the past actions to show that He can do what seems impossible.  
Luke 18:27 But He said, "The things impossible with men are possible with God."

The contending in verse 25 is in legal language.  God will argue His case and He will prevail against any court of the world.  God’s conquering will be so complete that the people who act against Him will become insane in their vain attempts and will even become cannibals as they take out their frustration at their inability to fight God that they even turn upon their own people who they can conquer.  As a result of this total victory all will know the Redeemer is the Mighty One of Jacob.  The promises of God from Genesis 3:15 will be fulfilled.  
Chapter 50

Isa 50:1 Thus says the Lord, "Where is the certificate of divorce, By which I have sent your mother away? Or to whom of My creditors did I sell you? Behold, you were sold for your iniquities, And for your transgressions your mother was sent away.

Isa 50:2 "Why was there no man when I came? When I called, why was there none to answer? Is My hand so short that it cannot ransom? Or have I no power to deliver? Behold, I dry up the sea with My rebuke, I make the rivers a wilderness; Their fish stink for lack of water, And die of thirst.

Isa 50:3 "I clothe the heavens with blackness, And I make sackcloth their covering."

Isaiah now takes up the thought introduced in 49:14, of God’s having forsaken His people, and points out that Israel’s separation from God is the result of their own sin and not because God has forsaken them.  The certificate of divorce is referenced:
Deut 24:1 "When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house,

Deut 24:2 and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man's wife,

Deut 24:3 and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife,

Deut 24:4 then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the Lord, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance.

Of course there was never such a divorce certificate issued and they were not sent away to the creditors as was done in worldly affairs:

2Kings 4:1 Now a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, "Your servant my husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the Lord; and the creditor has come to take my two children to be his slaves."

God had no creditors and He owes nobody anything.  The figure of the marriage relationship is thus maintained. Zion is separated from the Lord, her true Husband. This has not come about, however, through any writing of divorcement that He has given her, nor has He sold any of her children to creditors.  God’s coming embraces all His appearances to mankind. Time and time again He came, but there was no man present to receive Him, until in the fullness of time He came unto His own and they received Him not. Whenever He called to His people, no one responded. Blind and deaf they wandered on their own way into transgression, not heeding the divine presence and warnings.  Shortness of hand is a symbol for inability to act and of course His power is sufficient to do whatever He pleases.  He has absolute power over all of nature.  Clothing the heavens with blackness and sackcloth is symbolism for mourning.  Certainly their actions have grieved God.  
Isa 50:4 The Lord God has given Me the tongue of disciples, That I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.

Isa 50:5 The Lord God has opened My ear; And I was not disobedient, Nor did I turn back.

As in chapters forty-nine and sixty-one, the Servant of the Lord, although unintroduced, begins speaking.  Having shown the omnipotence of God with respect to nature and hence the sureness of His promises, the prophet introduces the servant soliloquizing over his suffering and so prepares for the great account of deliverance in chapter fifty-three.  “The Lord God” translates YHWH and it appears at the beginning of verses 4, 5, 7, and 9 so we have a sense of majesty associated with these verses.  There is established an intimate connection between the Ruler of the universe and the Servant so there is no doubt that this Servant is Jesus Christ.  Having the tongue of disciples means that He has the ability to speak the word of God to the world.  To sustain the weary reminds us of:
Matt 11:28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.

The instruction He receives are not given in dreams but in the lucidity of the morning and it occurs every morning.  He also gives Him the ear to hear correctly and completely in a submissive fashion.  Having received His instructions He never is disobedient and never turns away from any task given Him by God.  All of this is in stark contrast with Israel.

John 5:19 Jesus therefore answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.

John 8:29 "And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him."
He will not even depart from His last awful task:

Matt 26:42 He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, "My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Thy will be done."

Isa 50:6 I gave My back to those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting.

Isa 50:7 For the Lord God helps Me, Therefore, I am not disgraced; Therefore, I have set My face like flint, And I know that I shall not be ashamed.

Isa 50:8 He who vindicates Me is near; Who will contend with Me? Let us stand up to each other; Who has a case against Me? Let him draw near to Me.

Isa 50:9 Behold, the Lord God helps Me; Who is he who condemns Me? Behold, they will all wear out like a garment; The moth will eat them.

The striking language calls to mind immediately the physical sufferings of our Lord (cf. Matt. 26: 67; 27:26; John 19:1). The description makes clear how completely and fully obedient the servant was. There is majesty in the description, as though the servant were in full control of the situation as He told us and was recorded by John:
John 10:17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again.

John 10:18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."

The Oriental regarded the beard as a sign of freedom and respect, and to pluck out the hair of the beard is to show utter contempt.  True prophets never hesitated to confront evil as did John the Baptist also and such affronts bring cruel persecution.  Even Jeremiah complained about how he was being treated (Jer 20:9) but only the One without any sin could take such awful persecution with no complaints.  Setting His face like a diamond He would face His most terrible moment:

Luke 9:51 And it came about, when the days were approaching for His ascension, that He resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem;

The shame heaped upon Him will only result in greater glory.  God declares Him innocent and nobody can bring any true charge against Him.  Even Pilot saw no evil in Him:
Luke 23:14 and said to them, "You brought this man to me as one who incites the people to rebellion, and behold, having examined Him before you, I have found no guilt in this man regarding the charges which you make against Him.

The enemies are real but they are not part of ultimate reality.  As old clothes are devoured by the moth, so the enemies and accusers of the servant will pass away and come to naught. When they stand in court to bring accusations against the servant, they will be put to shame as easily as a moth devours the worn-out clothes.
Isa 50:10 Who is among you that fears the Lord, That obeys the voice of His servant, That walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God.

Isa 50:11 Behold, all you who kindle a fire, Who encircle yourselves with firebrands, Walk in the light of your fire And among the brands you have set ablaze. This you will have from My hand; And you will lie down in torment.

Questions are now addressed to God’s people.  The questions are rhetorical and they identify four characteristics of the people: they do not fear the Lord, they do not obey His voice, they walk in darkness, and they have no light.  To obey this Servant is to obey God for they are One.
John 10:30 "I and the Father are one."

Although we all walk in some degree of darkness we are called to trust Him and to rely on the surety of His promises.  That indeed is walking in faith.  We must all honor the Servant by obeying His commands regardless of how the situation seems to us.
John 5:23 in order that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.
John 14:21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him."

John 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."

This last verse is addressed to a different group.  As the previous verse had been addressed to believers among the people, this is directed to those who do not believe in the servant but remain unrepentant in the hardness of their hearts.  It would seem that the figures refer to a fire that men have kindled for the sake of the light that it gives. They walk in darkness and seek to escape the darkness by means of a fire of their own kindling.  Calvin suggests, that this command contains a touch of irony, as though the prophet had said, “You have rejected the Lord and kindled your own fire to escape the darkness; well, go now and take your course of life in that very fire. See how it will become not your salvation but your destruction!”  The outcome for these people will come from the hand of God and they will forever exist in torment.  
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