Isaiah
Lesson 9
Chapters 64, 65, 66
CHAPTER 64
Isa 64:1 Oh, that Thou wouldst rend the heavens and come down, That the mountains might quake at Thy presence--

Isa 64:2 As fire kindles the brushwood, as fire causes water to boil-- To make Thy name known to Thine adversaries, That the nations may tremble at Thy presence!

Isa 64:3 When Thou didst awesome things which we did not expect, Thou didst come down, the mountains quaked at Thy presence.

In non-English versions this first verse is 63:19b.  It certainly continues the thought of the previous chapter and we must remember that the numbering is not inspired.  In our translation 63:19 is:
Isa 63:19 We have become like those over whom Thou hast never ruled, Like those who were not called by Thy name.

Israel is the only nation that has been called by the name of God such as

Isa 33:22 For the Lord is our judge, The Lord is our lawgiver, The Lord is our king; He will save us—

Thus the last verse of chapter 63 says that Israel has become like those nations that God never ruled and that were never called by His name.  It is as though they feel like they have been thrown out of the Family of God but God never throws away His chosen people.  They became like the other nations because of their sins and their rejection of the rule of God but they are not the other nations.  Now in this “chapter” Isaiah begins to wish that God would come down like He had in other times such as when they were slaves in Egypt.  Then the mountains did quake at His presence:

Exodus 19:18 Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the Lord descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently.

Isaiah then beseeches God to act again as He had in times past.  As sure as fire burns the bush, God’s actions would cause people to tremble.  Perhaps he is referring to the burning bush:
Exodus 3:2 And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.

Such miraculous appearances would cause the nations to tremble at His presence and this is what Isaiah wants to happen.  Certainly in verse three he is referring to the miracles God did in Egypt with the plagues for God is certainly unique.  

Isa 64:4 For from of old they have not heard nor perceived by ear, Neither has the eye seen a God besides Thee, Who acts in behalf of the one who waits for Him.

Isa 64:5 Thou dost meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, Who remembers Thee in Thy ways. Behold, Thou wast angry, for we sinned, We continued in them a long time; And shall we be saved?

Isa 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Isa 64:7 And there is no one who calls on Thy name, Who arouses himself to take hold of Thee; For Thou hast hidden Thy face from us, And hast delivered us into the power of our iniquities.

Of course there is only one God so when any comparison is stated it is rather redundant but many people did, and still do, believe in gods that do not exist.  Some of the worshipers of non-existent gods believe in their imaginary gods even more than many professed believers really believe in God.  Similar thoughts are given in the following verses:

1Cor 2:9 but just as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, And which have not entered the heart of man, All that God has prepared for those who love Him."

Matt 13:17 "For truly I say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

Those of us who really believe in the sovereign God who created and maintains the creation must be awed by the efforts He makes for His people.  Verse five presents a contrast between God wanting to meet with those who practice holiness and those who practice sin.  It ends with the logical question: “How can God choose to save a people like us who practice sin?”  Sin is horrible and presents a barrier between man and God.  A sinful man does not want to pray and God will not listen to the prayers of a sinful man.  How then can salvation come?  The speaker announces that all of them have become like an unclean person and such cannot even associate with other people, much less with God.  
Lev 5:2 'Or if a person touches any unclean thing, whether a carcass of an unclean beast, or the carcass of unclean cattle, or a carcass of unclean swarming things, though it is hidden from him, and he is unclean, then he will be guilty.

Of course the unbelieving people would not even have the knowledge of their sin but Isaiah is speaking for them all for whether or not they know their sins they are still guilty.  The righteous works that the people could present before God were even in their own eyes as disgusting and filthy as the menstrual cloths of women.  A withered leaf has lost its life and the reference to the wind taking them away is like that stated by Job:

Job 27:21 "The east wind carries him away, and he is gone, For it whirls him away from his place.

The last verse is a terrible condition for there is no hope for such people.  To be delivered unto the power of our sins is a terrible statement and reminds me of Paul’s statements in Romans:

Rom 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,

Rom 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them.

If this were the end then this would be a hopeless situation!  But in the next verse we see hope.
Isa 64:8 But now, O Lord, Thou art our Father, We are the clay, and Thou our potter; And all of us are the work of Thy hand.

Isa 64:9 Do not be angry beyond measure, O Lord, Neither remember iniquity forever; Behold, look now, all of us are Thy people.

Isa 64:10 Thy holy cities have become a wilderness, Zion has become a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.

Isa 64:11 Our holy and beautiful house, Where our fathers praised Thee, Has been burned by fire; And all our precious things have become a ruin.

Isa 64:12 Wilt Thou restrain Thyself at these things, O Lord? Wilt Thou keep silent and afflict us beyond measure?

The hope now is that God’s wrath is finished with them so that they are properly disciplined.  The prophet recognizes that God is their Father and so He will surely not throw out and spew forth His wrath upon them forever.  A remnant has been promised previously and he is now stating that they indeed are God’s chosen people and they have been molded by His hand.  Clay refers to what is lowly and of little value but God has taken it and molded it into His own people.  The thought of God as their Father has been spoken previously:
Isa 63:16 For Thou art our Father, though Abraham does not know us, And Israel does not recognize us. Thou, O Lord, art our Father, Our Redeemer from of old is Thy name.

Of course God does not need reminding of what He has done!  The statements are rather what the prophet sees as hope for them and that God will not continue in His anger beyond what is due them.  God’s chosen people will be disciplined in all time frames:

Rev 3:19 'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent.

He is perhaps rephrasing a previous statement about God deserting them:

Isa 54:7 "For a brief moment I forsook you, But with great compassion I will gather you.

Isa 54:8 "In an outburst of anger I hid My face from you for a moment; But with everlasting lovingkindness I will have compassion on you," Says the Lord your Redeemer.

In verses 10 and 11 Isaiah states the present state of affairs of their country.  Zion and Jerusalem are singled out for Jerusalem was the chief holy city.  For a long time both Zion and Jerusalem were desolate places compared to their former glory.  If the reference is to the historical burning of the Temple (cf. Jer. 52:13) then the passage is to be regarded as a prophecy of the future. On the other hand, the prophet may be using figures taken from Israel’s history to express the tragic condition in which the whole worship of God among the people had fallen.  Verse 12 may be rather rhetorical since Isaiah knows that God will have mercy but it is also often the case that God must allow His people to be brought to such a low condition that they truly recognize the seriousness of their sins and will really repent and call upon Him for mercy.  
CHAPTER 65
Isa 65:1 "I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not ask for Me; I permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek Me. I said, 'Here am I, here am I,' To a nation which did not call on My name.

Isa 65:2 "I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, Who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts,

Isa 65:3 A people who continually provoke Me to My face, Offering sacrifices in gardens and burning incense on bricks;

Isa 65:4 Who sit among graves, and spend the night in secret places; Who eat swine's flesh, And the broth of unclean meat is in their pots.

Isa 65:5 "Who say, 'Keep to yourself, do not come near me, For I am holier than you!' These are smoke in My nostrils, A fire that burns all the day.

Isa 65:6 "Behold, it is written before Me, I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will even repay into their bosom,

Isa 65:7 Both their own iniquities and the iniquities of their fathers together, "says the Lord." Because they have burned incense on the mountains, And scorned Me on the hills, Therefore I will measure their former work into their bosom. "

The first verse is in regard to the Gentiles who also receive grace from God:

Matt 5:45 in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

Verse one then pertains to the Gentiles and verses two through five pertains to the Israelites.  Paul addressed this same situation:

Rom 10:20 And Isaiah is very bold and says, "I was found by those who sought Me not, I became manifest to those who did not ask for Me."

Rom 10:21 But as for Israel He says, "All the day long I have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and obstinate people."

Rom 11:1 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.

Rom 11:2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?

Rom 11:3 "Lord, they have killed Thy prophets, they have torn down Thine altars, and I alone am left, and they are seeking my life."

Rom 11:4 But what is the divine response to him? "I have kept for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal."

Rom 11:5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God's gracious choice.

God will then come to His people but He wants it plain that His grace is indeed unmerited grace.  Provoking God to His face is indeed strong language for it is as though they could see the face of God and they were purposefully sinning while looking at His face.  Their religious actions were really idolatry.  Offering sacrifices in gardens is probably a reference to the Canaanites’ worship which had characterized the people ever since their entrance into Canaan.  Offering incense upon bricks may be a reference to a Babylonian tradition in their idol worship.  Sitting among graves and spending the night in secret places probably refers to their seeking advice from the dead, which is explicitly prohibited.  

Deut 18:10 "There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer,

Deut 18:11 or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.

Deut 18:12 "For whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord; and because of these detestable things the Lord your God will drive them out before you.

Eating swine’s flesh was forbidden in Leviticus 11:7ff and Deuteronomy 14:8 so they were flouting their sins before God’s express orders.  The broth of unclean meat may be translated to rotten flesh!  Such practices were evidently part of idol worship.  They had proceeded to sinful actions like the prodigal son.  The first part of verse five is a statement from these people who practiced such vile things.  They think that they are more holy than others because they can do whatever they choose rather than basing their life and religious practices upon the Word of God.  So today we have in the churches those who think that they have higher knowledge and can worship God in ways other than how He says to worship Him.  In their actions they are saying that God is profane and they are holy!  These actions have caused the wrath and anger of God to burn as smoke and as a continuously burning fire (cf. Jer. 17:4).  

There is a book of God in which the deeds of men are written.  There will be no keeping silent until God has recompensed; and that He has already done, and will do to the fullest.  As Boaz measured the barley into the lap of the garment covering the bosom (cf. Ruth 3:15), so God will exact retribution.  
Isa 65:8 Thus says the Lord, "As the new wine is found in the cluster, And one says, 'Do not destroy it, for there is benefit in it,' So I will act on behalf of My servants In order not to destroy all of them.

Isa 65:9 "And I will bring forth offspring from Jacob, And an heir of My mountains from Judah; Even My chosen ones shall inherit it, And My servants shall dwell there.

Isa 65:10 "And Sharon shall be a pasture land for flocks, And the valley of Achor a resting place for herds, For My people who seek Me.

God now promises to save a remnant.  Even though the church today has strayed far from its original intended actions, God will also save a remnant from it.  This reminds me of the actions of God against Sodom and Gomorrah and Jesus’ comments about actions against the current believers:
Matt 13:29 "But he said, 'No; lest while you are gathering up the tares, you may root up the wheat with them.
God now proclaims how He will act against all the earth.  “The seed refers not to contemporaries but to descendants, and the meaning is that from the present nation God will bring forth (lit., cause to go forth) from Jacob (a designation of the people in bondage) a seed, and from Judah (the southern kingdom) one who will inherit God’s mountains (i.e. the mountainous land of Palestine). It was from Judah that the future ruler should come (cf. Mic. 5:2). The chosen ones are all those whom God has chosen to be the heirs of eternal salvation; they will dwell in the land.  Those who will finally dwell in the land are its true heirs; it comes to them by legal and rightful inheritance.”1  

What Isaiah is predicting is not a physical return of the Jews to Palestine, for the seed is to consist not merely of Jews but also of Gentiles (cf. v. 5:1). The geographical figures are symbols of the heavenly Canaan. God’s purpose was to perpetuate the old theocracy not in the empirical nation of Israel itself but in the believing remnant of that nation which turned to Christ.  

Calvin well brings out the force of this verse: “Although, in consequence of the banishment of her inhabitants into a distant country, she shall be forsaken and desolate, yet she shall at length be inhabited, so as to abound in flocks and herds, and have lands that are fertile and that are fit for pasture, and supply abundantly everything that is necessary for the food and support of men.” “Two extremities of the land are mentioned, Sharon and Achor, the west and the east. Sharon was the fertile plain extending from Carmel south to Jaffa (cf. 33:9; 35:2). The Valley of Achor was named after the episode of Achan (Josh. 7:24ff.; cf. Hos. 2:15). Beautiful, fertile Sharon will become (lit., will be for) a home of flocks. Isaiah singles out one particular type of prosperity, that so well known to Palestinians, the raising of flocks and cattle.”1   Thus his depiction is for the culture of the time and is not to be taken literally.  
Isa 65:11 "But you who forsake the Lord, Who forget My holy mountain, Who set a table for Fortune, And who fill cups with mixed wine for Destiny,

Isa 65:12 I will destine you for the sword, And all of you shall bow down to the slaughter. Because I called, but you did not answer; I spoke, but you did not hear. And you did evil in My sight, And chose that in which I did not delight. "
God now turns to how He will treat those who have forsaken Him.  These are the apostates who had benefited from being among the chosen but rejected God and mixed true worship with idolatry.  “They do not remember His holy mountain, Zion, where He dwells in the Temple, but rather seek the high places and valleys of their own delight.  The setting of a table for Fortune refers to a feast offered to false gods.  Fortune is the Tyche of Greek mythology.  Destiny, may possibly have a connection with the goddess Manat of Arabian mythology.”1 Using the word “destine” in verse 12 is a play on words of the god Destiny.  Isaiah had previously used the sword as the “reward” for apostasy:
Isa 1:20 "But if you refuse and rebel, You will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

“No longer would the nation of the Jews be the true Israel of God, but from this time forth, when the excision had been made, the Israel of God would be a new body, composed both of Jews, the seed to go forth, and of Gentiles, the people that had not sought God.”1 We see some NT verses relating to this verse:
Acts 13:46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, "It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.

Luke 19:27 "But these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them here and slay them in my presence."

Isa 65:13 Therefore, thus says the Lord God, "Behold, My servants shall eat, but you shall be hungry. Behold, My servants shall drink, but you shall be thirsty. Behold, My servants shall rejoice, but you shall be put to shame.

Isa 65:14 "Behold, My servants shall shout joyfully with a glad heart, But you shall cry out with a heavy heart, And you shall wail with a broken spirit.

Isa 65:15 "And you will leave your name for a curse to My chosen ones, And the Lord God will slay you. But My servants will be called by another name.

Isa 65:16 "Because he who is blessed in the earth Shall be blessed by the God of truth; And he who swears in the earth Shall swear by the God of truth; Because the former troubles are forgotten, And because they are hidden from My sight!

God now compares the result of the choices made by the people.  Some chose to follow Him and some chose against Him.  “Here the true servants of God, His Israel, are distinguished from the empirical nation to which He speaks. Those who believe are to enjoy supreme happiness, whereas the apostate will obtain a portion of misery. The word ’adonai, signifying God’s power and sovereignty, precedes the divine Name, Yahweh, to show that the covenant God has the power to carry out both His promises and His judgments. Eating, drinking, and rejoicing characterize the blessings God’s servants will receive. Isaiah refers not to physical eating and drinking, but uses these terms, which signify the satisfaction of bodily needs, as symbols of the fact that man’s spiritual needs will be abundantly supplied so that man may rejoice in his God forever. Those, however, who have been disobedient, will receive the opposite of what comes to God’s servants. They will hunger, for their needs will in no way be satisfied; they will thirst, for the water of life will be withheld from them; and they will be ashamed, for they have done the foolish thing of disobeying God’s calls and words. The Jewish nation and the elect people can no longer be considered identical; the tragic subsequent history of the Jewish nation is that of a people that does not have its God.”1  
In verse 14 He continues the comparison.  There will be such a joy in the heart of God’s true people that they will shout their praise of God.  Similarly there will be literal wailing of the apostate at the realization of the final, eternal consequence of their actions.  In verse 15 we see again that the true people will have a new name (Rev 2:17; Isa 62:2) and the old name of the nation will serve as a curse so that all will know the result of being apostate.  “There is significance in the words my chosen ones, for now it is clearly shown that the empirical nation as such is not synonymous with God’s elect. Addressing the nation now in the singular (as a collective or ideal person), the prophet states that the Lord God (again, the epithet ’adonai, which calls attention to God’s sovereignty, precedes the covenant Name) will slay the Jewish nation as such. In the light of this express statement, what scriptural warrant is there for expecting a future resurrection of this nation?”1 The new name is given as ḥephtzi-vah (“my delight is in her”).  Verse 16 shows the consequences of the change of names, in that it refers to the actions of those who remain upon the earth, and are not destroyed in judgment.  The God of truth is also referred to as the God of the Amen (2 Cor 1:20; Rev 3:14) meaning that He has accomplished what He planned.  The former distresses that the people suffered because of their sins are removed from God’s eyes so that the sins are also never to be punished again.  This is a wonderful promise for all of us for all of us have sinned and continue to struggle with sin but, in the end, such will be washed totally away from God’s eyes.
Isa 65:17 "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.

Isa 65:18 "But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing, And her people for gladness.
Isa 65:19 "I will also rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in My people; And there will no longer be heard in her The voice of weeping and the sound of crying.
Isaiah uses the word “bara”, which is interpreted as “create” in verse 17.  This same Hebrew word is used in the first chapter of Genesis.  God will exercise His power to create something fundamentally different and new.  This did occur with the first advent of Jesus Christ and for those who are born again the sins will not be remembered or come to the mind of God:
2Cor 5:17 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
Gal 6:15 For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.

We then have been living in a new era for the past 2000 years while Christ is ruling in Heaven and those children of God who died are living and serving Him there: 

Rev 20:4 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Rev 20:5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.

Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”

The thousand years refers to an indeterminate time period (from our perspective) during which those who did not serve Satan are ruling with Christ until the second advent of Jesus at which time there will be a new order with the newly created heaven and earth:

2Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.

Verse 18 tells us that the New Jerusalem will be created as a place of great joy and its inhabitants will be joyful and full of gladness at what God has done.  Calvin appropriately remarks: “So great is his love toward us, that he delights in our prosperity not less than if he enjoyed it along with us.”  That the prophet is looking forward to different time periods is obvious in that this New Jerusalem will not be present until the beginning of eternity with the new earth and new heavens.  
Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be among them,

Rev 21:4 and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away. "

This time of a new heaven, a New Jerusalem, and a new heaven is obviously different from the one described in Isa 65:20.  
Isa 65:20 "No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, Or an old man who does not live out his days; For the youth will die at the age of one hundred And the one who does not reach the age of one hundred Shall be thought accursed.
We see in Rev 21:4 that in the new creation there will be no death but in Isa 65:20 we see that people will live long lives but they will die.  Therefore Isaiah is seeing the era of the rule of Christ not far from our time period.  Of course, “in it”, in Isa 65:20 refers to Jerusalem and there the people will live long lives.  Today there are many people who live to one hundred and the Jews regarded an early death has a punishment from God.  God had previously spoken of a long life for mankind:
Gen 6:3 Then the Lord said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."

Men will die, and death is a curse; and when that curse comes as a punishment for sin, as it does even to God’s people, the sinner will be a hundred years old. Thus, one of the blessings of the new age is that of longevity.  
Isa 65:21 "And they shall build houses and inhabit them; They shall also plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

Isa 65:22 "They shall not build, and another inhabit, They shall not plant, and another eat; For as the lifetime of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, And My chosen ones shall wear out the work of their hands.

Isa 65:23 "They shall not labor in vain, Or bear children for calamity; For they are the offspring of those blessed by the Lord, And their descendants with them.

Isa 65:24 "It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear.

Isa 65:25 "The wolf and the lamb shall graze together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox; and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall do no evil or harm in all My holy mountain," says the Lord.

As a curse for their sinfulness, they had been promised that they would not be able to enjoy the fruits of their labors (Deut 28:30; Zeph 1:13; Micah 6:15).  But in the new age they would be able to inhabit their homes and eat the fruit and other produce.  Verse 23 sums up verses 21 and 22 in a negative manner.  One result of the fall is that labor is often in vain; in the Messianic kingdom, men will labor for God and hence will see the produce of their efforts.  The reason for their prosperity and joy is that they are the descendents of those blessed by the Lord.  God will take care of His children.  Verse 24 reminds me of the promise of Jesus:

Matt 6:7 "And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.

Matt 6:8 "Therefore do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him.

God will know His children’s needs and reply to them before they even ask.  This wonderful future time period is completed by verse 25 when we are told that the wild beasts will no longer be eating other animals but they will all be as one.  The serpent will only eat dust, which is a way of saying that it will not cause people any trouble.  All hurtful things will cease in God’s holy mountain and the verse ends with the promise that the Lord says so and whatever He says will come about.  
CHAPTER 66
In this chapter we will see judgment mixed with blessings.

Isa 66:1 Thus says the Lord, "Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest?

Isa 66:2 "For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being," declares the Lord. "But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.

God is the creator of all that exists and not even heaven can contain Him.  So what sort of house made from material made by God can man make for Him?  No man can make a resting place for God.  How many times do we hear today that the “church” is the house of God?  It is restful to sinful man to think that God only lives in the house that he made for Him and therefore He cannot see and hear what he does outside of that house.  But such is not true!  The Creator will look upon the person how is humble, contrite of spirit, and who trembles at His word.  This concept is similar to that already read:

Isa 57:15 For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, "I dwell on a high and holy place, And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit In order to revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of the contrite.

Isa 66:3 "But he who kills an ox is like one who slays a man; He who sacrifices a lamb is like the one who breaks a dog's neck; He who offers a grain offering is like one who offers swine's blood; He who burns incense is like the one who blesses an idol. As they have chosen their own ways, And their soul delights in their abominations,

Isa 66:4 So I will choose their punishments, And I will bring on them what they dread. Because I called, but no one answered; I spoke, but they did not listen. And they did evil in My sight, And chose that in which I did not delight. "

God now turns His attention to those who built the Temple and pretended to worship Him.  All sacrifices not done with a contrite, repentant heart is blasphemous to God so that the person who kills an ox for the sacrifice is looked upon the same as one who kills a man!  Isaiah has already addressed these responses of God:

Isa 1:13 "Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me. New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies-- I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly.

According to the Mosaic law (Ex. 13:13; Deut. 21:4), when an unclean animal was not redeemed from consecration to the Lord, its neck was broken. Thus, the sacrifice has lost all its significance, and become like the breaking of the neck of an unredeemed, unclean animal.  
The people rejoiced in their religious works but they were only lifting up themselves so God hated what they did since they were really worshiping idols.  This effort began early in the time of man with the advent of the first cult:

Gen 4:3 So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruit of the ground.

Gen 4:4 And Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his offering;

Gen 4:5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell.

The only perfect Judge will choose the punishment for these apostates.  They had complained that God was not answering but the truth is that God spoke and nobody listened.  They did evil in the sight of the Lord by doing those things in which He had no delight.  He then will bring upon them the things that they dread the most.   

Isa 66:5 Hear the word of the Lord, you who tremble at His word: "Your brothers who hate you, who exclude you for My name's sake, Have said, 'Let the Lord be glorified, that we may see your joy.' But they will be put to shame.

Isa 66:6 "A voice of uproar from the city, a voice from the temple, The voice of the Lord who is rendering recompense to His enemies.

God now turns to His true people.  Calling the apostates “your brothers” is only a reference to those who are members of the same nation and not true brothers before God.  We are also promised that those brothers of flesh who reject God will also hate us Christians (cf. Matt. 10:22; John 15:18; 17:14; 1 Thess. 2:14).  The apostates cannot tolerate the righteous and want nothing to do with them. Paul talked of his problems with apostates in 2 Cor 11:4, 13-15, 26 and John tells us that it is best if such people leave the church (1 John 2:19). Is not the consistent Bible-believing Christian an object of ridicule and reproach on the part of the organized Church today? So will it ever be. This is for my name’s sake, i.e., “because you have been true to My Name” (cf. Matt. 24:10).  God then mocks the apostates who say “let the Lord be glorified, that we may see your joy”.  These apostates will eventually receive true justice and God’s people will receive eternal joy with Him.  Verse six tells us that God is about to bring about this true justice by His very voice.  
Isa 66:7 "Before she travailed, she brought forth; Before her pain came, she gave birth to a boy.

Isa 66:8 "Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Can a land be born in one day? Can a nation be brought forth all at once? As soon as Zion travailed, she also brought forth her sons.
Isa 66:9 "Shall I bring to the point of birth, and not give delivery?" says the Lord. "Or shall I who gives delivery shut the womb?" says your God.
The subject is Zion and a child will be born who will change history.  The Zion of OT times will pass away and a new child will usher in the era of the church with a Gentile component (cf. Luke 24:47; Acts 3:26; 13:46; 18:6; Rom. 1:16; 2:10).  “The ideal Zion of course does not perish; but when the apostasy of Israel according to the flesh would seem to have brought about her destruction, she appears vigorously alive in the bringing in of the Gentiles.”1 Verse 8 is a rhetorical question as such an event has never happened before.  The questions about the timing are in reference to the long time since that of Abraham.  When it seemed that Zion might perish she is revitalized with the advent of the time of the Gentiles.  Verse nine is simply stating that God will complete His mission because He is God.  “The true Zion will continue; the apostate nation will disappear; but from Zion the New Testament Church will surely come forth, for God, having begun, will not interrupt or change His purposes.”1
Isa 66:10 "Be joyful with Jerusalem and rejoice for her, all you who love her; Be exceedingly glad with her, all you who mourn over her,

Isa 66:11 That you may nurse and be satisfied with her comforting breasts, That you may suck and be delighted with her bountiful bosom. "

Isa 66:12 For thus says the Lord, "Behold, I extend peace to her like a river, And the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; And you shall be nursed, you shall be carried on the hip and fondled on the knees.

Isa 66:13 "As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; And you shall be comforted in Jerusalem."

Isa 66:14 Then you shall see this, and your heart shall be glad, And your bones shall flourish like the new grass; And the hand of the Lord shall be made known to His servants, But He shall be indignant toward His enemies.

The address of verse 10 is not to the entire nation but to the remnant for the true worshipers of God will be joyful even with the decline of the apostate nation for greater blessings will come with the new Israel that includes the Gentiles.  The future of the Church does not depend upon man but upon God and He will accomplish His purposes.  In verse 11 is presented the beautiful picture of the child being satisfied at the breasts of the mother.  The remnant can relax and feed upon the blessings of God as He begins a new era with a new people that include all nations of the world.  We can all relax knowing that God is sovereign and His purposes will be good.  We recall Matt 28:20 as He promises to be with us to the end of the world.  In verse 12 we see that all this peace is possible because it is offered by God.  The wonderful blessings will come to Zion as God brings into His fold the Gentiles like an overflowing stream.  Again the picture is of a child cared for by the mother with nursing, carried with strong arms on the hip and even fondled on the knees.  What a great comfort these verses are to Jews and Gentiles who will be in the Church.  The remnant will be comforted like the mother comforts even her grown son for her love never goes away.  The comfort will not be in physical Jerusalem but in the Jerusalem of God as His Church encompasses the entire world.  In verse 14, the remnant that will see this occur cannot be in the time of Isaiah nor in the time of the return from the exile but they must be those who lived in the time of Jesus Christ.  Here I am reminded of:
Luke 2:25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

Luke 2:26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.

Luke 2:27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law,

Luke 2:28 then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,

Luke 2:29 "Now Lord, Thou dost let Thy bond-servant depart In peace, according to Thy word;

Luke 2:30 For my eyes have seen Thy salvation,

Luke 2:31 Which Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples,

Luke 2:32 A light of revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Thy people Israel. "

Luke 2:33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about Him.

Luke 2:34 And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed--

Luke 2:35 and a sword will pierce even your own soul-- to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed. "
Note that Luke 2:32 quotes Isa 42:6; 49:6.  

These concluding verses bring together judgment (chapters 7-39) and hope (chapters 40-66) with the fate of those who opposed God in verses 15-17 and 24 and the blessings for those who will not receive the wrath of God in verses 18-23.  Without judgment there is no hope so they are linked.  God’s true servants, Jew and Gentile, are those who obey Him:

John 14:15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

Isa 66:15 For behold, the Lord will come in fire And His chariots like the whirlwind, To render His anger with fury, And His rebuke with flames of fire.

Isa 66:16 For the Lord will execute judgment by fire And by His sword on all flesh, And those slain by the Lord will be many.

Isa 66:17 "Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go to the gardens, Following one in the center, Who eat swine's flesh, detestable things, and mice, Shall come to an end altogether," declares the Lord.
There will be a time when the wrath of God will pour forth on the earth.  We have seen such described in the following verses of Isaiah: 29:6; 30:27, 30.  Whirlwinds can appear quickly and very rapidly spread across the desert and such will be the chariots of the Lord in judgment.  “We may consider this rebuke as the display of that wrath, which will appear in the judgment flames of fire. The use of fire implies its all-consuming power and the complete destruction of God’s enemies.”1 Verse 16 describes how the judgment of the Lord will come.  “Fire symbolizes the all-consuming judgment, and the sword is a symbol of the divine vengeance. The verse pictures the judgment to fall upon the Jewish nation at the time of Christ, with all the actual tragic consequences of that judgment in the sufferings that befell the Jews until the destruction of the Temple in a.d. 70. It is this of which our Lord speaks in Matthew 24:22.”1  
Verse 17 identifies the people upon whom God’s wrath will fall.  The preparatory sanctifications of cleansing (Gen. 35:2; Ex. 19:22; Num. 8:7) should have prepared them for proper worship of the Lord but such prepared them for worship of Satan.  Even the mouse is listed as an unclean animal (Lev. 11:29).  The priests and the other worshipers will all be judged together and this judgment is declared by God.  
Isa 66:18 "For I know their works and their thoughts; the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and see My glory.
Verse 18 seems to include both the apostates and the true worshipers.  “His glory had been particularly displayed in the judgment of the disobedient nation. In their place there will be the true Israel, which will include the Gentiles who have come to the Lord.”1 Perhaps the following is related to this verse:
Matt 24:31 "And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.

Isa 66:19 "And I will set a sign among them and will send survivors from them to the nations: Tarshish, Put, Lud, Meshech, Rosh, Tubal, and Javan, to the distant coastlands that have neither heard My fame nor seen My glory. And they will declare My glory among the nations.

Isa 66:20 "Then they shall bring all your brethren from all the nations as a grain offering to the Lord, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules, and on camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem," says the Lord, "just as the sons of Israel bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the Lord.

Isa 66:21 "I will also take some of them for priests and for Levites," says the Lord.

Isa 66:22 "For just as the new heavens and the new earth Which I make will endure before Me," declares the Lord, "So your offspring and your name will endure.

Isa 66:23 "And it shall be from new moon to new moon And from sabbath to sabbath, All mankind will come to bow down before Me," says the Lord.

Isa 66:24 "Then they shall go forth and look On the corpses of the men Who have transgressed against Me. For their worm shall not die, And their fire shall not be quenched; And they shall be an abhorrence to all mankind."

The context demands that we interpret verse 19 as the time when the Jewish nation was cast off and the Church of Jesus Christ was established.  Some of them will be the witnesses to the world of this event.  Peter was one of the remnants and he pleaded with others to escape:
Acts 2:39 "For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself."

Acts 2:40 And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation!"

Acts 2:41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

The sign set among them is the birth of our Lord and the many miracles surrounding the proclamation of His ministry (Acts 2:22).  There are then given the names of some countries that would hear of the Gospel message.  The line of nations stated goes from west to east along the southern boundary and from east to west along the northern boundary to serve as examples of the proclamation to all nations.  The last sentence states the purpose of all missionary efforts and that is to declare the glory of the Lord.  Any missionary efforts that fail to declare His glory are not blessed by Him.  The brethren of verse 20 are all true believers, both of the Jewish race and the Gentiles.  The grace of the Lord will bring all of them to Him.  The word for offering in verse 20 is for a non-bloody offering and could refer to the early bringing of the Gentiles:
Rom 15:16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, that my offering of the Gentiles might become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

Such is also what all Christians are to present daily:

Rom 12:1 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

The offerings will be brought by all possible means with the reference not being to the physical Jerusalem but to the spiritual Jerusalem, the Church of the glorious God.  “The beautiful truth expressed in verse 21 is that not only will those who escaped the judgment upon the Jewish nation be used of God as apostles to bring into the household of faith their brethren from among the Gentiles, but also these Gentile converts themselves will be chosen by God, taken especially by Him, for the purpose of serving as priests and Levites, i.e. as ministers to serve Him in the preaching of the Gospel.”1 

In verse 22 God declares that just as the new heavens and earth will last forever so will the people whom He takes into His family.  The use of the word “name” means reputation and the Church will always be known as His chosen people.  “The old Israel will pass away; but from it there will spring the remnant that has survived the judgment, and together with it will be a great influx of Gentiles, all of which will form the true Israel of God under the new dispensation (Eph 3:6).”1  
In verse 23 God says that His chosen people from all over the world (John 3:16) will come to bow down to worship Him.  Isaiah uses the language of his culture in referring to worship that will be done exactly as commanded by God and in the proper time (like a new moon in its time and the Sabbath in its time).  “Using these figures the prophet teaches that there will be a faithful, regular, legitimate worship of God on the part of all flesh in the new dispensation when the new heavens and the new earth are in existence.”1  
Verse 24 refers to the time of Matt 8:12 “but the sons of the kingdom shall be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

“The worm that gnaws at the body does not die. It is said to be their worm, as though it is their own, belonging to them as their due. Likewise, their fire, which burns constantly in Gehenna to consume the refuse, burns these bodies but is not quenched. The result is that it is abhorrence to all flesh that beholds it. Thus, the wicked ones of Israel are cast out and perish eternally, and the tragic and terrible consequences of transgression are brought before our eyes.”1  

“Whereas the reference in the first instance is to those of ancient Israel, they who are Jews according to the flesh, it must be remembered that this sad fate will be shared by all who have transgressed against God. That such is not our fate is due only to the fact that the blessed Servant of the Lord was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities. To His Name all praise and honor and glory for ever and ever.”1  

AMEN

1 “The Book of Isaiah” by Edward J. Young.  

