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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Lust”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

A dictionary defines lust as an intense longing or craving for something.  Often its use is in a sexual context but the action is certainly not limited to that area.  We sometimes talk about a person have a lust for life and that is usually meant in a positive sense.  But lust for something can lead us deeply into sin.

The following is the basic verse for this lesson:

2Peter 1:4 “For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.”

Just as pride seems to be the cause of every other sin (see last week’s letter), lust is certainly closely related to pride.  I would say that lust is a result of pride as we pridefully think that we deserve something and then we lust after it.  The above verse tells us that much corruption in the world is from a lust for something.  James tells us that we are tempted toward sin when we are carried away and enticed by our own lust:
James 1:14 “But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.”

We may lust for more money, for a better car, for a bigger and better TV set, for a bigger house, for a more authoritative position in our workplace, or even for another person’s spouse.  I am sure that you can add many more examples.  James also tells us the progression from lust to sin:

James 1:15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.

We often read about someone killing his wife so that he can have another wife.  We also know of cases where people have lusted to have more money and committed theft or other sins to obtain that money.  Recently in Georgia there were cases of people wrongly using university credit cards to obtain “stuff” that they lusted after.  James carries on the applications further in the following:
James 4:2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.

Often murder is committed because of lust for something.  It is thankfully more common that people just fight and quarrel because of their lust for something rather than killing for it.  James goes on to say that “you do not have because you do not ask”.  We need to be careful with that part of the verse.  He is not saying that God will give us whatever we ask but rather that we all need to have the mind of God in our situations so that we will know what He would have us receive.  When we are attuned to the mind of God we will not lust after something that His children should not possess.  

1John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
In the above we see the three main sins that started in the Garden of Eden: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life.  In case we think that we are doing great in that we have not committed adultery or some other sin resulting from pride/lust, Jesus expanded the playing field:

Matt 5:28 but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his heart.

The mental action of lusting for something, that is equivalent to having done it, is a lusting that is kept in our minds rather than just a fleeting thought that we should all quickly reject from our mind because we know that the thought is wrong.  
Let’s put a positive spin on this topic.  When we are content with whatever God has given us then we will not be tempted to lust for something else.  The verses below speak to the kind of contentment that will lead us to freedom from lust:

Phil 4:11 “Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.”

1Tim 6:8 “And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.”

Heb 13:5 “Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,"”

We all need to learn to be content in what God has given us for that contentment will keep us free from a lot of sin.

To end this brief discussion I return to the 2 Peter 1:4 verse above.  The children of God have all become partakers of His divine nature that, when properly sanctified in our lives, will keep us free from personal pride and lust.  Our freedom then requires that we take up our cross daily and destroy the Adam nature that remains in us.  Let us all make a pledge to renew our cooperation in the sanctification process that God is employing to help us work toward being holy in all that we do and think.  
