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Free In Jesus!
“Free From the Law”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
“Free From the Law”

This is a sticky topic!  Below are some Scriptures that clearly say we are not under the law:

Rom 6:14 “For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.”

Rom 7:6 “But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.”

Gal 3:10 “For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them."”
The above is a key verse for anyone who thinks that he can be righteous before God by obeying the Law.  To not be cursed by God, one has to obey all things written in the book of the law.  Righteousness before God could not be obtained by just obeying most of the Law; one must obey all things in the law (see James 2:10 also).
Gal 3:11 “Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "The righteous man shall live by faith."”
Gal 3:10-11 makes it abundantly clear that nobody can be justified by the Law.

Gal 3:12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, "He who practices them shall live by them."

Gal 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"--

Gal 3:14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”

Gal 3:12-13 clearly tells us that we are redeemed from the curse of the Law because Jesus was the curse for us.  Prior to the Covenant of Consummation (the New Covenant), all who were not living in faith of the promise to come and who tried to be righteous by attempting to obey the Law were under God’s curse.  On the cross Jesus received the wrath of God for our sins.  We then have had our sins removed from God’s ledger and the righteousness of Jesus has been put into our account (double imputation):
2Cor 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

Now that we are sinless and possess the righteousness of God, we certainly are not under the Law as Paul succinctly stated:

Gal 5:18 “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.”

Many people have misunderstood what it means to be free from the Law and even have migrated to antinomianism.  Antinomianism is a doctrine declaring that since Christ paid the penalty for our sins we can live in whatever manner we choose without any attempt at obeying God’s Law.  Of course this is nonsense as clearly shown by Paul:
Rom 6:1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase?

Rom 6:2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?

Rom 6:3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?

Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Rom 6:5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection,

Rom 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;

Rom 6:7 for he who has died is freed from sin.
And if the above is not clear enough, Paul, knowing that the remaining sin nature would tempt us, continued along this line of reasoning that we should now realize that we are dead to sin:
Rom 6:11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Rom 6:12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts,

Rom 6:13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

Rom 6:14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.

Rom 6:14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.

Rom 6:15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be!

Rom 6:16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?
He then summarized his teaching against any form of antinomianism: 

Rom 6:17 “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,

Rom 6:18 and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”
If anyone wants to continue in sin after supposedly becoming a Christian then he most assuredly has not been freed from sin but remains under the curse of God.  Christians are bondservants.  Bondservants are people who were slaves under one person or regime, were freed from that slavery and now are willingly slaves to another.  We were slaves to sin but now we are slaves to righteousness.  The Law now is not a means of grace but it is a rule of living in the kingdom.  We do not obey the Law to be righteous but because we are righteous we should desire to live as a child of God and obey the Law.  Our motivation for obeying is our love for Jesus:
John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”

Please read the above verses carefully and ask God to search your heart so that you may understand them clearly.  

I wrote a commentary on Romans and here is the link to chapter six in that commentary if you want to study further: http://livingtheology.com/Romans%20Six.htm.  [Hold Ctrl key and click with your mouse to see this.] 
