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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Guilt”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (42 articles, 10 commentaries, and 124 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
“Free From Guilt”

Being free from guilt may be the greatest freedom God gives to His children.  Sin is cosmic treason and not just “missing the mark” as some people say.  God alone is righteous and any acts of ours that are not aligned with God’s righteousness are sins.  The Bible tells us that none of us perform any righteous acts on our own:

Rom 3:10 “as it is written, "There is none righteous, not even one;”

The only people who realize their sin are those whom God convicts of their sin and these people are miserable with guilt as they begin to understand the seriousness of their transgressions of God’s character.  That original sensation of guilt puts us on our face before God as we beg for forgiveness.  The only solution to freedom from guilt is the forgiveness offered by God to His people.  

Eph 1:7 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,”

When we then realize that God has taken care of our sins by the life, work, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we then understand that His works are for us and a great relief rolls over us as we begin to understand that we are forgiven by God for our terrible transactions against Him.  There are many Scriptures to support these statements and I give a few below.
John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

Rom 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
Rom 5:18 “So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.”
When we are born again, we are in a new relationship with God and before Him we then have no sins on our accounts.   Instead of a ledger full of sins, He has substituted the righteousness of Jesus Christ in those columns.  
2Cor 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

Spiritually we are at that moment in time clean before God and we live in His presence forever: 
Eph 2:4 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

Eph 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

Eph 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,”

The theological description of this cleansing event is justification as we are made “just as if we had never sinned”.  The process is entirely of God as He acted while we were sinners and without us doing or even thinking anything!  

Rom 9:16 “So then it [salvation] does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.”

But a question remains: “What about our life on earth after the born again event?”  Even after being cleansed of our sin before God we still have to live here in a time of renewal.  This process is theologically called sanctification as we are being set apart (made holy) in the world.  Whereas God acted alone in our justification, He requires that we participate in the sanctification process.  
Rom 6:19 “I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.”

Even after justification, we will sin but not practice sin as we continue in sanctification.  Although all of our sins have been forgiven in justification, we still need to continually confess our sins as we daily die to sin as a portion of the process of sanctification.  God will continue to convict us of the remaining tendency to sin as our sin nature is replaced with the nature of Jesus Christ.  We will continue to have guilt feelings as our sin is revealed but the healing process continues as we confess our daily sins and repent, but we are assured of God’s forgiveness.  
1John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Many sins will require earthly restitution of some sort and there are often earthly consequences of the sins.  Results of our sins can be very painful but because of the promise of God’s forgiveness we should no longer feel guilt.  
It is often hard for us to forgive ourselves and this is a significant problem in the life of the Christian.  But we must learn that what God has forgiven we should also forgive.  We continue to bear the responsibilities and consequences of our sinful actions but proceed in love toward others and toward ourselves.  Christians should not be depressed about what has been forgiven but we should go forward in our sanctification, building upon the knowledge of our past in a positive manner.  Paul was a great sinner against Jesus but he knew that he had been forgiven and he gives us great advice as he states in Phil 3:13:
Phil 3:12 “Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.

Phil 3:13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,

Phil 3:14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

Satan will try to condemn us but God has forgiven us in Christ.  God will never bring forward our forgiven sins in a condemning manner so when such thoughts come in our minds we need to praise God for what He has done for us and reject the thoughts of condemnation as coming from Satan or one of his minions.
 Rom 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

The life of a Christian is a victorious life.  We know that we are still weak in many ways and knowing our past sins helps us to avoid them in the future (see my letter 0817, “Free from Sodom and Gomorrah”, April 27, 2008).  
Recognizing our freedom from guilt sets us free indeed!
