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Parable of Jesus
“Come to the Banquet II”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (42 articles, 11 commentaries, and 129 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

This parable is from Matt 22:1-14 and Luke14:15-24.  Last week I used the Matthew verses mainly with some comments about excuses from the Luke version.  Please refer to your letter last week and your Bible for the verses this week as I continue the discussion.
If you wonder about Matt 22:7 ("But the king was enraged and sent his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and set their city on fire.) just read in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, and Amos about how God brought judgment upon them using the armies of Assyria and Babylon.

Let’s look closer at the man who came without the proper garments.  The wedding garment is the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  Only if we are clothed with that righteousness can we have access to Heaven and the banquet.  Note that the man was speechless.  

Matt 22:11 "But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw there a man not dressed in wedding clothes,

Matt 22:12 and he said to him,' Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?' And he was speechless.

Note that Paul also said that there is no speech possible to justify ourselves:

Rom 3:19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, that every mouth may be closed, and all the world may become accountable to God;
There is a question evangelists ask people: “If you should die tonight and appear before God in heaven and He asks ‘What right do you have to come into My heaven?’”  There are essentially three answers:

1.) “I have always done the best that I could and I hope that my good acts outweigh my bad acts.”  This is the ole “scale balancing act” but on the good side is not our good deeds but the holiness of God.  We are not compared to what we have done good but upon the righteousness of God.  Of course this answer leads to the exit sign.
2.) One could declare himself speechless as did the man in the parable above and that answer also leads to the same response:

Matt 22:13 Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

3.) The third answer is the only acceptable answer.  “I have nothing to offer on my own to justify my entrance into your presence.  However my sins were put upon the account of Jesus at your wrath on Him and His righteousness was imputed to me.  So I come only because of your grace.”

2Cor 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

Because of the mercy of God, we who are born again are clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Christ and we can rest in the certainty that one day we will all be accepted before the throne.  I close with these comforting verses as we face an uncertain future here but a glorious future forever:
Gal 3:27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her;
Eph 5:26 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,

Eph 5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.
Rev 3:5 'He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels.

Rev 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands;

Praise the Lord today that you have been chosen to have your sins judged on Jesus and His righteousness put on you.  

Matt 22:14 "For many are called, but few are chosen."

John 6:37 “All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.”

