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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries, and 151 letters (so far)) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 

There are only four weeks until Christmas!  The years keep flying by and we have to concentrate to keep our minds on the really important matters:
Col 3:1 “If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

Col 3:2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.”

With that focus in mind I want to spend the next four weeks talking about Christmas.  Of course our High Holy Day is Resurrection Sunday for is there is no resurrection there is no reason to celebrate Christmas (1Cor 15:13-20):
But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we witnessed against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied. But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.

So we do have reason to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ!  The event and the person of the birth were announced to Mary by Gabriel (Luke 1:28-37):
And coming in, he said to her, "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was greatly troubled at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this might be. And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.”And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom will have no end. " And Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy offspring shall be called the Son of God."And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. "For nothing will be impossible with God."

To this wonderful and awesome pronouncement, Mary is recorded as having a simple answer that shows great faith:

Luke 1:38 And Mary said, "Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; be it done to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.

When visiting with Elizabeth Luke recorded her Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55):

And Mary said: "My soul exalts the Lord, And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.

 "For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; For behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed."For the Mighty One has done great things for me; And holy is His name "And His mercy is upon generation after generation Toward those who fear Him."He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart. "He has brought down rulers from their thrones, And has exalted those who were humble."He has filled the hungry with good things; And sent away the rich empty-handed. "He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His mercy. As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and his offspring forever. "

It seems unlikely that Mary understood all that was happening but we are told enough to know that she understood that the birth would be miracle so that the baby would indeed be the Son of God.  In her Magnificat she also showed a great understanding of the awesomeness and sovereignty of God.  She would be facing a hard time during the pregnancy but she accepted the action of God as His servant.  Mary would have other children so she did not remain a virgin but we should praise God for choosing such a person of great integrity and faith to be the mother of Jesus Christ.  We should also start with such an understanding of the miracle birth of our Lord and then continue to learn more about Him and the great plan of salvation that began before the foundation of the world:
Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

Eph 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love

Let’s all contemplate the miracle of the birth and the faith of Mary as we consider the reason for our celebration called “Christmas”.  

