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 “Spiritual Gifts III”
Past issues of these letters (156 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Today we look at two more gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Remember that every child of God is given at least one gift for the edification of the body of Christ and we are all commanded to use them.  

Gift: Pastor 
This word is used only once in the New Testament with the root idea of "shepherd": 
Eph 4:11 "And He gave some (as) apostles, and some (as) prophets, and some (as) evangelists, and some (as) pastors and teachers," 

When the average person thinks of the term "pastor" he/she thinks usually of the ordained minister who is spiritually over a local congregation. Jesus Christ is called the "Great Shepherd of the sheep (Heb 13:20), "the good shepherd" (John 10:11), and the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4). The word "shepherd" appears 56 times in the Bible. The shepherd nurtures the sheep, protects them for the wolves and other animals, feeds them, heals them, and is responsible for their overall care. Similarly the pastor is responsible for taking care of the believers in the local congregation, spiritually feeding them, protecting them from people who distort the Word of God, helps them recover from spiritual conflicts, and is in general responsible for them. 

The person with the gift of pastoring may not be an ordained minister, but could be a Sunday School teacher with this gift or a neighborhood spiritual group leader. Pastoring should be a gift of elders and of deacons if they have spiritual oversight duties.  The variety of uses would then include:
· Gift: pastor 

· Ministry: nurture your family; shepherd a local congregation; shepherd a Sunday School class; nurture a class in a school; minister to people recovering from divorce, illness, loss of a loved one, etc. 

· Empowerment: be open to encouragement from God to use the gift, work with the church administration for needs of the gift. 
Gift: Teacher (Please refer to a Living Theology article on "Who are Teachers?")
Certainly the gift of teaching is much needed in churches and throughout Christendom. It is important here to reiterate that a gift is not a talent. There are many talented teachers in school systems who are not Christians. The gift of teaching is given to a Child of God and enables that person to clearly teach the Word of God in ways that help people gain more insight into Jesus Christ and His overall ministry in the world. Teaching other Christians is a component of discipleship and we are commanded to disciple (Matt 28:19).  The gifted person may or may not be expressly educated theologically.  This gift enables the person to have supernatural insights into the Word of God and to be able to teach others clearly.  A person with this gift will not be satisfied with just studying the Bible but will be compelled to teach others what God has revealed.  The word "teacher” appears 56 times in the Bible (note this is exactly the same number of times that the word "shepherd" appears in the Bible).  A person with the gift of teaching will usually also be given the gift of shepherding.  A number of times Jesus is referred to as "the Teacher" such as in Matt 8:19, 9:11, 12:38, 19:16, 22:16, and 22:24.  

Jesus Himself agreed that He was Teacher and Lord: 

John 13:13 "You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for {so} I am." 

Paul said that he was a teacher, among other things: 

2Tim 1:11 "for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher." 

Everyone who receives the gift of teaching and proceeds to teach must do so with great prayer and seriousness about the task:

James 3:1 "Let not many {of you} become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment." 

Every person with the teaching gift must use it. Remember we are commanded to use our gifts, so not using them is a sin.  The gift of teaching has a variety of ministries: 

· Gift: Teaching 

· Gift ministry: Teaching in a local congregation of believers with differing ages of children, with teenagers, with young adults, with singles, with young adults with families, with middle-age adults, with older adults, etc. Teaching with organizations such as Campus Crusade for Christ, Reformed University Fellowship, Men's Fellowships, Women's Fellowships, in organized Bible teaching groups such as Precept, etc. Teaching elder or teaching pastor could be the ministry of this gift. These are just a few of the possible ministries that God might choose for you. 

· Gift empowerment: God will make it possible to use the gift in a particular ministry. Be open to encouragement from God to use this gift, work with the church administration to identify needs of the gift. 

So if you have the gift of teaching, pray about a ministry in which God wants you to use this gift and pray for God to utilize you in that ministry. 

If the Lord wills, we will look at more gifts next week.
