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Past issues of these letters (166 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Gift:  Healing and Miracles 

All healing comes from God, but the healings that we normally witness occur through the body’s natural restorative processes or physicians and nurses working with medicines and surgeries to effect a "normal" healing. Most of us have witnessed such "normal" healings either in others or ourselves. However the gifts of healing and miracles are outside of our normal experiences. These last two gifts are often discussed together. Both gifts involve God working through the child of God to cause effects that are different from the applications of the laws of the universe as we understand them. The gift of healing would be a miracle in the sense that the known laws of the universe are suspended as the person was miraculously healed. 

Scripture describe both gifts as follows:
1Cor 12:9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,
1Cor 12:10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another {various} kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.
1Cor 12:28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, {various} kinds of tongues.
1Cor 12:30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 

Jesus gave His apostles the power to heal in a miraculous sense: 

Luke 9:1 "And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all the demons, and to heal diseases." 

The gifts of healing and miracles also occurred through the disciples as described in the following:

Acts 4:29-30 "And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Thy bondservants may speak Thy word with all confidence, while Thou dost extend Thy hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of Thy holy servant Jesus. " 

Peter was rescued from prison by an angel in a miraculous fashion as described in Acts 12:1-11. 

God also performed miracles and healings through Paul:
Acts 19:11-12 "And God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out." 

So there continued to be gifts of healing and miracles after the ascension of Jesus Christ. So the question is Did the gifts of healing and miracles cease after the apostolic age or do they continue today? Dr. C. Everett Koop is a Christian physician with much experience and he has said that he has seen a lot of "normal" healings occur, but he has never witnessed a miraculous one. He says that he would love to see one and would certainly praise God for a miraculous healing. 
The best book that I know of on this subject is "Miraculous Healing" by Henry W. Frost, published by Zondervan Publishing House first in 1979. I strongly recommend that you read this book if you can find a copy. Frost states in his book that in the Old Testament there are recorded only 50 miracles over a period of about four thousand years. Jesus, in three and one half years, performed 35 miracles and a dozen apostles over about 30 years performed about 10 recorded miracles. The miracles of Jesus were to prove to the world that He indeed was/is God. The miracles through the apostles were to prove that God had indeed chosen them as Christ's special representatives and messengers. Certainly the few miracles over the recorded history of mankind indicate that miracles are not an everyday experience to be expected. However, one of Frost's concluding paragraphs is "The Christian, for these reasons, while not going back to Old Testament positions and not attempting to appropriate Jewish or even apostolic promises, may understand that God, at times will be pleased to respond to faith and prayer, to put forth His miraculous power, and to heal disease, especially such as is otherwise incurable." 
Certainly God can still work miracles including healing through His children if He so chooses. However we would expect such works to be exceedingly rare and only as needed to specifically prove that God is Who He says that He is. I would urge extreme caution in accepting any modern claims of a "miracle healer". However, since all "normal" healings also occur through the Great Physician, we should give God the glory for every healing that occurs. There is one miracle that only God does Himself and that is the rebirth of a person from a child of Satan to a child of God! Praise God that He continues to exercise this miracle in our time. 
For the reasons just stated, I am not going to go through the usual three steps concerning a gift (i.e. the gift, the ministry, the empowerment). If God should choose to work through you to bring about a miracle or healing, then shout praise to the Holy God Who is sovereign and controls the universe. 

