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Past issues of these letters (192 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 40 articles and 14 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Exodus 20:13 You shall not murder.
Deut 5:17 You shall not murder.

The King James translation has caused a lot of unnecessary trouble because it translated the word “ratsach” as “kill” instead of “murder” as does the NAS translation quoted above.  The Hebrew word means “murder”, “slay”, or “assassinate” and infers a premeditated killing of another human being, which in our justice system is first-degree murder.  The Bible clearly recognizes the need for killing animals for food and sacrifice, enemies in battle, and those guilty of capital offenses by due judicial process.   To most Christians, one of the most heinous murders is that of unborn children.  The process is certainly premeditated and results in the death of a human being (Psa 139:15-16).  There have been over 49,551,000 abortions in the U.S.A. since 1973 as reported by the CDC and Alan Guttmacher Institute (AGI).  There was a yearly high of 1,577,300 in 1981 and the low in 2005 of 1,206,200.  Our country will have to answer to God for these murders.  

This prohibition does not apply to beasts (Gen 9:3), to defending one’s home from burglars (Exodus 22:2), to accidental killings (Deut 19:5), to the execution of murderers by the state (Gen 9:6), or to involvement in war (1 Sam 15:2-3).  It does apply to self-murder, to all accessories to murder (2 Sam 12:9), and to those who have authority to punish murderers but fail to use it properly (1 Kings 21:19).  Some religions have taught that suicide is unforgiveable since the person cannot repent of that sin, but it is important to note that suicide is not the unforgiveable sin since Jesus paid the penalty for all the sin of His people and no human works are required for that forgiveness.  See my article on suicide (http://livingtheology.com/Suicide.htm) for more discussion on that topic.
Some countries have sites where people can go for help in suicide and some states in our country also facilitate suicide.  It is a short step from legalized suicide to legalize euthanasia of elderly and terminally ill people, particularly since our country is looking at government health programs and the highest cost in an individual’s health care is in the last six months of life.  It could also then look monetarily wise to terminate the birth of an unborn child whose life will require costly medical care due to an illness such as cystic fibrosis or spinal bifida or others.  As long as any abortion is legally allowed, these other life-terminations may be rationalized.  The result of godless-evolution, whose mantra is survival of the fittest, to explain human existence logically extends to terminating lives that are too draining on a society.  If humans are the same as any other creature, why burden the society with extraordinary and/or expensive needs of some people?

A follow-up question within the topic of evolution is why not eliminating people who differ or are different from you?  Many places in the world experience genocide to promote evil political purposes as seen in the Holocaust and tribal wars in the Middle East and Africa.  The practice of evolution logically leads to abortion on demand, euthanasia, and genocide.  
We also need to look at how Jesus expanded the meaning of this commandment:

Matt 5:21 You have heard that the ancients were told, 'You shall not commit murder' and 'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.'

Matt 5:22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever shall say to his brother, 'Raca,' shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever shall say, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.

The Greek word, “raca”, literally means empty but using it against someone as in the above context would mean that the person is being called insignificant or meaningless.  The Greek word, “moros” translated “fool” is the word from which we get the word “moron”, but it means a fool in an ethical sense.  Thus the use of both words is a slur upon someone’s reputation.  Therefore Jesus is saying that whoever slanders a person’s reputation by any means is guilty of transgressing this sixth commandment.  So maybe we are not guilty of first-degree, premeditated murder of a human being, but have we been guilty of any form of slander or harmful gossip toward some other person?  If we are guilty of such slander then, according to the Lord Jesus Christ, we are guilty of murder by having grudges, gossiping, slandering, losing our temper, being jealous of someone, or being spiteful, all of which inflict lethal damage.  
Jesus expanded this commandment to include the thoughts that we have toward someone as well as the actions we take.  Here we see the difference between sin and crime.  A sin is always against God by doing something against His character.  A crime is breaking a human law based upon some moral code.  According to Jesus we can be innocent of murder according to the legal system of the society in which we live and still be guilty of sin against God.  In either case the judgment will be the same unless Jesus has paid for the offender’s sins on the cross.  

Some people teach that this commandment refers to killing of any kind and toward any creature, including animals.  They base this interpretation on pre-flood Scripture when man was to be a vegetarian and state that the commandment is part of God’s perfect intent for His people in an idealized society.  Certainly we are taught in Scripture that one day such a perfect existence (Isa 11:6-9) will be possible.  It was only after horrible wickedness appeared throughout the world (Gen 6:5) that God sent the flood and then allowed man to eat meat (Gen 9:3).  The Ten Commandments were also given post-flood.  Until the End Times, God allows killing as indicated at the top of this article but He does not allow murder.  
Let us all be very careful of our thoughts and words as well as our actions and political support in regard to “You shall not murder.”  
