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 “Salvation: Introduction”
Past issues of these letters (201 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Salvation needs to be properly understood by those who have received it although such an understanding is not required to have been saved from the wrath of God, but it is very helpful for living as a child of God.  Salvation is defined by the Evangelical Dictionary of Theology (EDT) as “the saving of man from the power and effects of sin.”
John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

The EDT then states that we are saved from sin, death, guilt, ignorance of the truth, bondage to habit and vice, fear, despair, pressures of the world, and a meaningless life.  Salvation for an individual is past involving forgiveness, reconciliation with God, atonement, and new birth:

Rom 8:24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees?

Eph 2:5, 8 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 8For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;

Titus 3:5-8 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  8This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God may be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.

Salvation is also present involving growth in the spiritual life as one is freed from all evil and experiences the Holy Spirit’s power:

1Cor 1:18 For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1Cor 15:2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.

2Cor 2:15 For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing;

1Peter 1:8-9 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

1Peter 3:21 And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

Finally, salvation is future when we will receive the redemption of the body, the perfect likeness of Christ, and final glory:

Rom 5:9-10 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

1Cor 13:12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.

Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

1Thess 5:8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.

Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

Heb 9:28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.

1John3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

To better understand these three aspects of salvation it is helpful to look at the order of salvation and to see that each of them involve the three time considerations.  The preferred order is: propitiation, regeneration, giving of faith, justification, acts of faith, double imputation, sanctification, and glorification.  The order is not considered to be stepping stones rigidly followed but helps us in understanding all God has done for His children.  Some overlap will be seen as each of these will be studied individually in the next few weeks.  

Propitiation is the turning away of God’s wrath from His enemies.  The plan for propitiation was conceived by the Trinity before creation in what is called the Creation Covenant.  This step was completed in ~A.D. 33 by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It was then applied in time to God’s chosen people.  Those who lived before Christ received it by faith as do those who lived after Christ.  Natural man is God’s enemy because of his sin nature and sinful actions, and God’s wrath is against all sinners (Rom 1:18; 24, 26, 28).  Christ’s death is propitiation to remove the wrath of God from His chosen people:

1John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Paul elaborated on this act of God to remove His wrath (Rom 3:21-26) concluding with: 

Rom 3:26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

The past aspect of salvation involves justification, the present tense is sanctification, and the future tense is glorification.  Elaboration on the other aspects of salvation will be discussed later.  Praise the Lord for the salvation you have received, are receiving and will receive and that He planned the perfect propitiation before creation.  God remains in Plan A! 
