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 “Salvation: Sanctification”
Past issues of these letters (208 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
As previously discussed, salvation is understood as consisting of three phases: justification, sanctification, and glorification.  Sanctification involves those who have been justified and who then participate with the Holy Spirit in working out their salvation so that it permeates all their thoughts and actions.  Paul is referring to this sanctification phase of salvation in Phil 2:12: So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling.  
Justification is the monergistic work of God and afterwards sanctification (a synergistic process) must be pursued:

Rom 6:19 I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.

Rom 6:22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.

There are three categories of sanctification.  Definitive sanctification is the instantaneous break with the bondage of sin that occurs the moment one is regenerated and is “in Christ”:  
Rom 6:11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Rom 6:17 But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,

1Peter 2:24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

Progressive sanctification is a continuous process that occurs after regeneration and is defined as “to make holy” when the person, place, object, or occasion is “set apart” from secular use and devoted to God.  The Shorter Catechism defines sanctification as “a work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness.”  In our sanctification we are being set apart to better know and serve God.  In the Old Testament we read of many occasions when sanctification is required so it is not a new concept introduced by God in the New Testament.
The final stage of sanctification is glorification, which will be discussed later.  

Sanctification of His people was a driving force in the ministry of Jesus Christ:

John 17:19 "And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.

Heb 13:12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate.

Eph 5:25b-27 as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 26that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

 In His high priestly prayer Jesus prayed for the Father to enforce our sanctification:
John 17:17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.

Sanctification is not optional but is the continuous process of repentance and commitment to holiness.  Those not interested in pursuing sanctification probably have not experienced justification and so will not see the Lord:

Heb 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.

Sanctification is the necessary result of God having chosen His people before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4-6) and to be justified by Him.  He chose us so that we would undergo sanctification:

2Thess 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.

Sanctification is the synergistic work of God with the justified person.  God chose us for this purpose (1Cor 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption), and it involves being pure in every possible manner: 
Rom 6:12-13 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts,

13and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

1Thess 4:7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.

Sanctification prepares us to properly witness to those who ask questions about our salvation:
1Peter 3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;

The diagram below represents the life as a Christian during the sanctification process as the sin nature is slowly put away and the imputed righteousness of Christ grows in its efficacy.  This is a process of peaks and valleys, which is finally completed by God Himself through the work of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  This life begins with a 100% Adam nature but one only attains 100% Christ nature when one goes to be with the Lord (Departure Time).  Sanctification is a very frustrating, life-long process since during that time Christians struggle against their sin nature (Adam Nature).  
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Even the great apostle Paul struggled with this process:
Rom 7:15-23 For that which I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 16But if I do the very thing I do not wish to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that it is good. 17So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which indwells me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 19For the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish. 20But if I am doing the very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 21I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good. 22For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.

Praise the Lord; He did not have Paul quit writing at verse 23!
Rom 7:2-8:1 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin. 8:1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Even though we struggle every day with our sin nature that remains, “there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”!  We are free of the wrath of God and we gladly struggle in this aspect of our salvation with the Holy Spirit providing the necessary grace for working out our salvation with fear and trembling.  
