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 “I AM sayings of Jesus: Light of the World”
Past issues of these letters (224 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
John 8:12 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."

John 9:5 "While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
Light and darkness are antipodes (as opposite as possible). John began his book with a discussion of Jesus as the light of men and he clarifies it with the verses above.
John 1:4-9 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. There came a man, sent from God, whose name was John. He came for a witness, that he might bear witness of the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came that he might bear witness of the light. There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.
There are also Old Testament statements about the Lord being light and salvation:

Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread?

Psalm 36:9 For with Thee is the fountain of life; In Thy light we see light. 

We also read in the word of God that His commandments provide light for choosing God’s way in the world:

Psalm 119:105 Thy word is a lamp to my feet, And a light to my path.

Proverb 6:23 For the commandment is a lamp, and the teaching is light; And reproofs for discipline are the way of life, 

Isaiah prophesied of a time when this light would bring salvation to all the earth and in Jesus this promise is fulfilled:
Isaiah 49:6 He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth."

However unregenerate man loves the darkness rather than the light:

John 3:19 "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.

John then quotes Jesus as saying that all who believe in Him will not remain in darkness:

John 12:46 "I have come as light into the world, that everyone who believes in Me may not remain in darkness.

Saying that believers will not remain in darkness certainly implies that they once were in darkness until their spiritual eyes were opened so that they could see the light. Paul wrote of this spiritual birth affected by God:

Eph 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

Paul also said that he had been chosen to bring this light to the Gentiles so that through the church this mystery would be made known to all:

Eph 3:8-10 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God, who created all things; in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.

Christians were formerly darkness but after their spiritual birth they are light in the Lord and are commanded to walk in the world as children of light:

Eph 5:8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light

The truth of the gospel that we Christians now see so clearly and try to explain to unbelieving friends and family members cannot be seen by them until God causes them to be born again. Satan is active in the world as he blinds the minds of the unbelieving so they cannot see the light:

2Cor 4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

We must keep praying and evangelizing to unbelievers for we do not know to whom and when God will reveal the truth through His gospel message.  We should proclaim like John did that God is the light and our walking in that light cleanses us from all sin:
1John 1:5-7 And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

God let the light shine into the darkness at creation and so this separation has been present since then and will continue until the End Times:

Gen 1:3-5 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. And God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.
Rev 21:23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.
Praise the Lord for His light that shines in your life and let it shine:

Luke 11:33 "No one, after lighting a lamp, puts it away in a cellar, nor under a peck-measure, but on the lampstand, in order that those who enter may see the light.
Matt 5:14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.
