Chapter 13



Kingdom of Heaven Parables





(Also Mark 4 and Luke 8)
A kingdom:
A monarchy,  the head of which is a king.



Has a realm:  a place of existence



Has subjects who perform work for the kingdom and




     derive benefits from it.



Has governing principles



Has enemies

The kingdom of heaven in Matthew:


3:2

John the Baptist:  Repent, the kingdom of heaven is at hand.


4:17

Jesus:  Repent, the kingdom of heaven is at hand.


4:23

Jesus proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom.


5:10

The kingdom belongs to those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.


5:19

Whoever keeps and teaches commandments is great in the kingdom.


5:20

To enter requires righteousness exceeding that of the Pharisees. 


6:10, 13
Pray:  Thy kingdom come.


6:33

Seek the kingdom first.


7:21

Not everyone will enter.


9:35

Jesus proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom, teaching and healing.

10:7

Apostles told to preach “The kingdom is at hand.”


11:11-12
John is great in the kingdom, but the least disciple is even greater.


12:25-26
In contrast:  A divided kingdom (Satan’s) will not stand.

A parable is a story which, although not necessarily factual, remains true to life 

and teaches a truth hidden from those to whom it is not revealed.
So, a parable uses something familiar to teach or reveal something new.


Rules for interpreting:

Stay in context!






Scripture interprets Scripture.






Consistency with other revealed truth.

______________________________________________________________________________
Matthew 13

1-2
Jesus teaches to a large crowd  (believers and unbelievers)

10-17
Reason for parables
Matt. 11:27;  Mark 4:11-13;  Luke 8:9-10

34-35
Another reason for parables

See 1 Cor. 2:14-15
3-9
Parable of the sower




Mark 4:3-9;  Luke 8:5-8


18-23
Parable of sower interpreted


Mark 4:14-20;  Luke 8:11-16

Sower


Son of Man
Matt. 13:37

Seeds


the word, sown in heart
Luke 8:11


Beside the road
hears and does not understand






birds ate them

evil one/Satan






never take root; will not believe



On rocky places
shallow soil






hears with joy






early growth, no root






withered by sun:  affliction, persecution, temptation






believed for a while; immediately fell away



Among thorns

hears, but the seed is choked






thorns:  worry of the world, deceitfulness of wealth







  desires for other things







  worries, riches, pleasures






unfruitful



Good soil

honest and good heart






hears, understands, accepts






holds fast






bears fruit; an abundant crop with perseverance  Gal. 6:22-23

Teaching:   The Word of God will be scattered throughout the world; 



sometimes it will be stolen by Satan




sometimes it will die from persecution




sometimes it will be choked by worries, riches, pleasures,   but



sometimes it will take strong root, grow, and produce fruit.

24-30
Parable of the wheat and tares

36-43
Parable of wheat/tares interpreted


man

Son of Man:  Jesus


His field
the world



good seed (wheat)




His men
sons of the kingdom


His enemy
the devil



tares

sons of the evil one, the enemy sowed the tares




grow together:
   tares become evident because they bear no fruit



Jesus gives instructions regarding wheat and tares:   



they are left to grow together until the time of harvest



reapers:
His angels




tares:

stumbling blocks, those who commit lawlessness






burned in furnace of fire; weeping and gnashing teeth




wheat:

gathered into barn






are the righteous who will shine as the sun in the







Kingdom of their Father!


Teaching:  
The visible church will have both true believers and pretenders.




 It is God’s work to sort them out, and He will at the end of the age.

31-32
Parable of the mustard seed



Mark 4:30-32


mustard normally grows as a bush—but can reach 10-15 feet high


it is planted in order to harvest its “fruit”



man who sowed it in his field:
Jesus who put it in the world


although the seed (word of God) is small, it will grow to produce fruit



birds are the evil one, Satan


Teaching:
When the church grows past its optimum size, 




it will attract those who serve Satan who will consume its fruit.

33
Parable of leaven

Also Luke 13:21 and Gal. 5:9


Three pecks of meal will make generous bread.



Leaven is:   With regard to Passover:





Ex. 12:15
The one who eats leaven is cut off from Israel.





Ex. 12:19
All leaven must be removed from the house.





Ex. 13:7
Leaven must be removed from within the borders.




        Passover was followed by the Feast of Unleavened Bread.




        With regard to grain offerings:




Lev. 2:11
No offering of grain or fire to contain leaven.





Lev. 6:17
Grain offerings not to be baked with leaven.





Lev. 23:17
On Pentecost:  2 loaves made with leaven.





Deut. 16:4
Passover bread must be unleavened.




       With regard to the kingdom of heaven:





Matt. 16:6
Beware the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.





Matt. 16:11-12    leaven is the legalistic teaching of Pharisees & S.





Mark 8:15
Beware the leaven of the Pharisees and of Herod!





Luke 12:1
Beware the leaven of the Pharisees:  hypocrisy





1 Cor. 5:6-8
Leaven of malice and wickedness







unleavened bread is sincerity and truth


Teaching:
If leaven is legalism, hypocrisy, malice and wickedness, and



the man is Jesus, who is the woman? ______________________

44
Parable of treasure in a field

1 Cor. 6:19-20; 1 Pet. 1:17-19


the man is the Son of Man



for joy He purchases the field (the world) in order to have the treasure (the church)


Teaching:
Jesus is the one who bought the field—with joy for those who would be His.




man cannot purchase anything from God.  Everything from God is by grace!



The treasure will be disclosed in a time future from its purchase.
45-46
Parable of pearl of great value



The merchant is the “man” is the Son of Man.



The pearl of great value is the church.




Pearls begin as a wound in the side of an oyster.  




Layer upon layer is added to make the pearl—





a perfect picture of the church.


Teaching:
Jesus purchased the church with a total sacrifice of Himself on the cross.

47-48
Parable of dragnet

49-50
Interpretation of parable of dragnet



The visible church will contain “fish” of every kind.


The catch will be sorted by angels who will



    throw the wicked into the furnace of fire with weeping and gnashing of teeth



    preserve the righteous—at the end of the age


“they” would be the angels

Teaching:   It is God’s work to sort the “catch.”

51-52
Jesus’ instruction regarding new/old treasures



Every scribe (one who knows the Law) who becomes a disciple . . . .



A disciple is like a head of a household—one who provides for his family.



A disciple will discern the treasures of which some are new and some are old!

53-58
Jesus was not believed in His hometown



Those in the synagogue were astonished at His teaching . . .



Jesus taught with wisdom and miraculous powers!



Yet, they were offended because they thought they already knew Him . . .



Jesus rebuked them responded to their unbelief by not doing many miracles there.

Lesson 7


Class Notes


Chapter 13
Review



Chapters 1-4

Jesus is born and anointed for His ministry




John the Baptist is introduced

Chapters 5-7

Jesus begins His ministry with great Sermon on the Mount

Chapters 8-10

Jesus demonstrates His authority through healings and other miracles.




He sends out His apostles to declare the Kingdom.

Chapters 11-12
Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of  Heaven:





Those who are unrepentant will receive judgment—on that day






because of the miracles performed in their midst, 






their judgment will be more severe than even Tyre, Sodom





Those who follow Him will receive rest.




Opposition to Jesus grows as He teaches about the Sabbath.





Jesus’ disciples were harvesting grain to eat, Jesus healed a man.





Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath, yet they observed it but opposed Him.





Pharisees conspire to destroy Him.




Jesus was accused of breaking the law and of having power from Beelzebub.




When Jews asked for a sign, Jesus told them that their only sign would be





The sign of Jonah—3 days and 3 nights





Gentile Ninevah repented at the preaching of Jonah, 






and someone greater than Jonah was with them . . .





The Queen of Sheba sought wisdom from Solomon,






and someone wiser than Solomon was with them.





Those who reject the Holy Spirit cannot be forgiven.




Jesus taught them about His earthly family and His heavenly family.

