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I. Introduction

John Calvin (1509-1564) affirmed that the decrees of God were the all-encompassing first and only cause of all things.  James Arminius (1560-1609) vigorously opposed this view as he did not believe in the sovereignty of God over all events.  He proposed that man’s “free will” was involved to the extent that God allowed such willful actions to determine events without His direct involvement.  The Arminians especially were opposed to the doctrine of predestination since such did not allow for man to totally act on an uncaused faith developed from within his conscience.  In 1610 the Arminians developed their five articles of faith to present to the Church of Holland as a form of protest (Remonstrance).   These five points were:

1.) Election and reprobation are founded on foreseen faith or unbelief.

2.) Christ’s death is for all, but only believers enjoy His forgiveness.

3.) Fallen man cannot do good works or achieve saving faith without the regenerating power of God in Christ through the Holy Spirit.

4.) Grace is the beginning, continuation, and end of all good but is not irresistible.

5.) Grace can preserve the faithful through every temptation, but Scripture does not clearly say that people may not fall from grace and be lost.
These articles were considered at the Synod of Dort in November 13, 1618 where all 84 members rejected all five articles of the Remonstrance.  The matter was also political and the Remonstrants were put out of their pulpits and many were expelled from the Netherlands.  They were not officially tolerated until 1795.  In response to this petition the Synod developed their own five points considered in line with Scripture and these were then known as the five points of Calvinism.  These five points were popularly labeled by the acrostic TULIP:
1.) T stands for total depravity resulting from the fall.  

2.) U stands for unconditional election meaning that God chose His people before the foundation of the world and not based upon any of their thoughts, actions, or merit.

3.) L stands for limited atonement meaning that Christ died only for those whom the Father gave Him to be His bride.

4.) I stands for irresistible grace meaning that man cannot refuse the grace given by God for his salvation.

5.) P is for perseverance of the saints meaning that those chosen by God will persevere and not lose their salvation.

Neither Arminianism nor Calvinism is new.  Pelagius was a 5th century heretic who denied that the human nature was corrupted by sin and so taught that man possessed “free will” so that he could either choose or reject God.  Pelagius taught that grace was not required for man to become regenerate since he could develop his faith from within and thus believe in Christ without any grace required.  His opponent was Augustine who insisted that the Bible taught that man was dead in trespasses and sin and in bondage to Satan and therefore his will was not “free”.  Most theologians rejected the strict Pelagian view but another scheme was developed that was against the Augustinian view.  A leader of the semi-Pelagian party was John Cassian (ca 435) who was an abbot of the monastery of Massilia in France.  His main point of difference to Augustine was the role of grace.  His view was that grace was required but the sinner must cooperate with this grace to receive regeneration.  Cassian taught that man can make the first stirring within his soul to follow Christ and then God gives the assistance of grace to continue the process of salvation.  Augustine taught that no sinner can make such a first step without God first liberating him from being a servant of sin.  

During the Protestant Reformation, Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536), who was a brilliant humanist and theologian of the Church of Rome, issued a statement in which he protested sovereign grace and argued for man’s “free will” to be able to “make a decision” for Christ.  His position was countered by Martin Luther (1483-1546) in his book, “The Bondage of the Human Will”.  Arminianism is a refinement of semi-Pelagianism and the sophisticated work of Erasmus that was later popularized by the Wesley brothers.  Arminianism is the current leading basis for evangelism in the United States.  

The heart of the debate over who acts first in man’s salvation is really the sovereignty of God.  If man is autonomous in any sense then God is not sovereign.  If God has to wait before He can act to see what man will do (acting contingently) then God is not sovereign.  If God is sovereign and omniscient then He knows all contingencies but He does not act contingently.  Man does have responsibilities for his actions but God in His providence works out His decrees that were made before the foundation of the world.  God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility work together to fulfill His decrees:
Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes.

Eph 1:10b-11 In Him 11also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,

Rom 9:21-22 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for common use.  22What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?

Matt 16:27 "For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and will then recompense every man according to his deeds.

John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
The application of the sovereignty of God leads to a consideration of free will so a discussion on that topic is required.  The following is in line with Augustine’s view and, I believe, the Bible’s view.  But remember that the real issue is the sovereignty of God.  
II. Free Will
Free will was defined by Augustine as the ability to make voluntary decisions (choices) free from external constraint or coercion.  Our choices are then based upon who we are at the moments of the decisions.  We will make the decision toward one choice or another based upon the dominant internal desire at that moment.  These desires are cultivated by the development of our senses of choice, and such development is dependent upon our innate desires and the influence of our society upon those desires.  The societal punishment for some choices (robbery, murder, bribery, etc) will make those low probability choices for many people in our society.  Thus most people tend to choose among choices which are among various acceptable communal morality options.

Now we need to distinguish between morality and ethics.  Morality is whatever is acceptable by the current society whereas ethics is based upon some code external to the society.  Morality tends to change with each advancing generation and from culture to culture, whereas ethics should stay the same since the external code does not change.  Thus what is not an acceptable moral choice today may be an acceptable moral choice in a few years (or months).  Certainly we in the U.S. have witnessed quite a shift in moral standards in the last twenty years, and an even greater change in the last few years.  However what was ethical yesterday should still be ethical today.  If the U.S. has an external code for ethical behavior anymore, it is probably the Darwinian code.

However to the Christian the external code of ethical behavior is the Bible.  Therefore to the Christian there has not been any change in acceptable ethical behavior because the Bible has not changed.  We Christians would, of course, prefer that the moral behavior of our society were the same as ethical behavior based upon the Word of God.  

Now what about the topic of free will regarding Biblically based choices?  Is a person “free” to choose God’s way or Satan’s way at any time?  The Bible tells us that people are first born as a people who are slaves to sin: Rom 6:20 “For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.”  The expression, “free in regard to righteousness” means that righteousness had no place in their lives regarding personal choices.  The non-Christian has the free will to choose among many choices, some moral and some non-moral and he/she makes choices depending upon whatever inclination is the strongest at the time of the choice.  However he/she lacks the liberty to choose righteousness – before regeneration there was no inclination within us driving us toward choosing righteousness.  There are two perspectives to Christian liberty, so a little aside is needed.

A. Christian liberty from the Law

Before being regenerated a person’s only choice to be free of the wrath of God seemed to be obedience to the Law, which was an external process.  The Law was a ceremonial process and those who have tried to obey all the Law know that it is impossible to do so.  Therefore a person trying to obey the Law to be free from the wrath of God will face an impossible process and the result will be frustration and ultimate defeat.  Indeed a purpose of the Law is that we cannot of our own work and will obey the Law and so we must be freed from that slavery.  

Rom 3:20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
Rom 7:5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.

Gal 3:21-22 Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law. 22But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.

This aspect of Christian liberty is freedom from the impossible task of obeying the Law:

Rom 7:6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
Rom 8:3-4 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.
The Christian may now ask “If we are free from the Law can we sin as we wish?”  Paul answered that question long ago:
Rom 6:1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase? 2May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?

Rom 6:15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be!
This is a wonderful liberty and we now obey the Law because we are God’s children and want to please Him in all that we do, say, and think.

B. Christian liberty of choice
This second aspect of liberty is involved in the discussion on free will.  Liberty of choice refers to the choices that are available among which to freely choose.  If we are locked in a jail cell we don’t have the liberty to take a walk in the park whenever we wish – the choice is not available.  We have the liberty to only choose among the choices that we have available.  The unregenerate person is a slave to sin: 
John 8:34 Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.

Eph 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

The non-Christian has free will to make many choices including obeying some of the demands of the Law when it suits his purpose.  However he cannot will or work his way into salvation:

Rom 9:16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.

All that the unregenerate person does is sin before Holy God because he does not have faith, which God gives to the regenerate person:

Rom 14:23 But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.

Since all that the unregenerate person does is sin, the choice to behave righteously before God is not available to him.  However once a person becomes a Christian, he is now righteous before God because of the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ and thus he has the liberty to freely choose righteousness or sinfulness in his walk on earth.  After regeneration and the gift of faith, liberty has been restored to that originally possessed by Adam and Eve.  The Arminian or semi-Pelagian will not agree with this assessment of liberty because that system of belief posits that man does have the ability to choose God.  The Reformed view is that God has to work in us initially and continually for us to will and to work for His good pleasure:

Phil 2:12-13 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  

The underlining in the quotation is added for emphasis in this discussion.  Before the work of God to cause the person to be born again (regeneration) there is no inclination or the ability to preferentially will or to work for God’s good pleasure.  People will always do what they want to do the most at any particular time in their life.  Choices are made based upon the conscience and the perceived rewards and consequences of the particular choices.  The heart of natural man does not seek the things of God as we read in the third chapter of Romans and in this verse:
Luke 6:45 The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.
There is only one Scriptural reference to “free will” and this is in a letter addressed to Christians who already possess the righteousness of Jesus Christ (and thus the liberty discussed in the second type of liberty above) and only refers to a voluntary act:

Philemon 1:14 but without your consent I did not want to do anything, that your goodness should not be as it were by compulsion, but of your own free will.

From the above Scripture and our definition of free will, we see that Paul wanted Philemon to have progressed to such a state that by his free will and his new liberty he would choose God’s will for his actions rather than obeying God because of a command from Paul.  Paul wanted his motivation to solely be his love for God and his desire to please Him.
The main logic regarding liberty of choice is that unregenerate people cannot choose God's ways as their ways because they have not been given faith:

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Rom 14:23 But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.
Unregenerate people can choose to obey the Ten Commandments and other ethical rules but w/o faith all of their actions are sin.  The Pharisees tried such an approach and Jesus condemned them:

John 8:44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.
So until people have been regenerated and given faith all of their actions are sin before God regardless of how proper they may appear to men.  Regeneration restores the liberty to choose God's ways.
When I was about 15, my mom wanted me to want to take out the garbage rather than just doing it because she told me to do it.  Her desire for me to have a change in my desire was very good and Biblical.  However, I have to confess that I mainly took it out because I knew that I had to do it.  My free will choice would be to read a book or go for a ride rather than taking out the garbage.  We should honor our parents; and we certainly honor them when we obey them, but we honor them much more when we love them so much that we spend much time seeking to understand them so that we can do those things that we know that they would want us to do before they ask us to do them.  This is the attitude that the child of God should have after regeneration.
But now let’s take the scene to an entirely different level as we understand that Phil 1:14 states that our goodness should be by our free will, for the goodness here is God’s definition of goodness (Mark 10:18 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.)  Our free will should then guide us to learn as much about God as possible so that we can anticipate His desire for us and that all our actions should then be guided by a voluntary choice of God’s will in all areas of our lives.  Before regeneration that aspect of our will is just not present and I think most Christians would freely admit such.

So what is free will?  It is the ability to make voluntary decisions (choices) free from external constraint or coercion within the liberties available to the conscience.  The free will of the unregenerate person will allow for many different decisions, but none of them will include the driving desire to serve God’s will as the basis for his/her actions in all areas of his/her life.  To properly understand free will, we have to understand that our wills are always a slave to one area or another.  Our wills are never really free, meaning totally free from an internal constraint for we are either serving sin or serving righteousness:

John 8:34 Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.
Rom 6:16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?

The only hope for any of us is the hope based upon the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ so that we know that we are free from having to be justified before God:
John 8:36 "If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.
Rom 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;
It is only through regeneration that we can have the liberty to choose either His way or the sinful way.  After conversion we will have a new heart and then want to choose God’s way, but we will not always make that choice.  It is only after we are totally sanctified that our choices will always be God’s way.  Until that day there will be conflict between our sin nature and our regenerated nature (Rom 7).  The following chart shows the process of sanctification in the life of a Christian.  Initially a Christian still has a huge percentage of the old sin nature (Adam nature).  As the sanctification process continues the percentage of the new nature (Christ-like nature) increases and the desire to always make the choices that Christ would make increases.
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The basic debate between Arminianism and Calvinism (or Augustinianism) is then our understanding of “free will”.  The Arminian followers believe that every man possesses the free will to choose God but grace is required to complete the process of salvation [Some will not even insert the required need of grace].  The Calvinist, or Reformed, position is that unregenerate man has a free will but that he does not possess the liberty to choose service to God’s way without a changed heart.  
Now that the preliminary issues have been examined, this article will examine some Biblical justifications for the Arminian and the Reformed approaches to salvation.  First will be discussed the information against each of the topics of the “TULIP” (Total Depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, Perseverance of the Saints: mainly the Arminian position) and then the information will be given that supports each topic.  This latter information will generally be the Calvinist position although I would rather not call such a position Calvinist because of some other aspects of Calvinism.  Some of the information below is taken from the article “TULIP” by Duane Edward Spencer.
III.  Basic Arminian and Reformed Views of Salvation 
A. Man’s Initial Spiritual State
1. Inherent Goodness:

This view is that man’s depravity is not total or all pervasive.  He has not lost the ability of self-determination or the ability to freely will good in the sight of God.  Man is seen as the author of repentance and faith unto salvation.  There is no Scripture teaching that man has such free will but the following are used in support of this portion of their doctrine.  Arminius stated that “God has no right to hold man accountable to believe, nor condemn him for unbelief, if his will is not free to do so.”  This statement is basically a humanist position.  Arminius used the following verses stressing the requirement to believe:
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 16:31 And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household."

Rom 10:9-10 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; 10for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

1John 3:23 And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.

2. Total Depravity (or pervasive depravity):
The Reformed position is that certainly all of the above verses are God’s word but the interpretation disagreement with the Arminian is how one can believe.  The term, total depravity (or pervasive depravity), does not mean that a person is as evil as he could possibly be since no man has ever achieved that state of being.  Pervasive depravity does mean that every aspect of a natural man (the non-Christian) has been adversely affected by the Fall of Adam and Eve.  Such a condition of natural man is described in many Scripture verses such as:

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?

Rom 8:6-8 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

God’s agenda must then first include our regeneration, or becoming born again, before He can place the propitiation into our account.  

Unredeemed man’s will is not “free” because he is spiritually dead and does not possess the liberty to choose God’s righteousness.  Without God first acting to give man a new heart, he is not capable of believing in the Biblical Jesus.  The following Scriptures are used to support various aspects of this spiritually dead person. 
a. All mankind comes into the world in a totally deprived spiritual state.

Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—
Jer 17:9 "The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?

Rom 3:11 There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God; (actually most of chapter 3)

b. Every person is born spiritually dead.

Psa 58:3 The wicked are estranged from the womb; These who speak lies go astray from birth.

Psa 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

Gen 6:5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

Gen 8:21b for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.
c. Mankind is captive to Satan’s will.
2Tim 2:25-26 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.

John 8:44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.

d. Mankind is drawn irresistibly to Satan.
John 3:19 And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.

Eph 2:1-3 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

e. The depraved man cannot be spiritually taught.

1Cor 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
Since natural man cannot accept the things of the Holy Spirit, he cannot believe in the Biblical Jesus.
B. Election 
1. Conditional Election

The Arminian view is that man is elected based solely upon his good works of repentance and faith in Christ.  Therefore the condition of election results from the spiritual good works of a person.  Election is then based upon God’s foreknowledge of this good work and that person can choose the offer of the Gospel freely by exercising his own self-determination.  In this view God will not violate a person’s “free will” by giving him spiritual life and justification unless the man permits that action by God.  Repentance and faith are then works of man by which he establishes the condition for God’s election to salvation.  Foreknowledge then is based upon God looking into the person’s future and seeing that he will do these works necessary for salvation.  The assistance of the Holy Spirit in the grace of the process is given to all men whether or not they are redeemed.  
1Peter 1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure.

Rom 11:2a God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. 

Prov 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding.

Mark 1:15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel."

Mark 11:22 And Jesus answered saying to them, "Have faith in God.

Matt 8:13 And Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; let it be done to you as you have believed." And the servant was healed that very hour.

John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.
2. Unconditional Election (Rom 9)
This type of election by God is called “unconditional” because it is not conditional upon anything that God sees in us to make us worthy of His choice, neither merit or works.  The reason for election is only God’s sovereign choice.

Eph 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  
If God elected us because of something good within us then this would be the beginning of a salvation by merit.  Salvation based in any way upon man’s works or thoughts would be grace plus works whereas salvation only by the choice of God would be totally by grace.  Of course the definition of “good” is from God’s standards and not man’s standards.  Even the best person according to worldly standards could be evil in the sight of God so again I quote:
Mark 10:18 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.

The ultimate concepts are whether or not God is sovereign and whether or not man is totally spiritually dead.  Certainly Scripture firmly verifies both concepts.
a. The choices are by God, not by man.

John 15:16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.

Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.

Psa 65:4 How blessed is the one whom Thou dost choose, and bring near to Thee, To dwell in Thy courts. We will be satisfied with the goodness of Thy house, Thy holy temple.
Phil 2:13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

b. Election is based only upon the plan and purpose of God.

Eph 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,

2Tim 1:9 who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,
Rom 3:23-24 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
2Tim 1:9 who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,
c. Foreknowledge is based only upon God’s purpose.

Rom 8:28-30 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 30and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
d. Man cannot initiate going to God.

John 6:44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

Matt 11:27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son, except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father, except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

Heb 12:2a fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Acts 16:14 And a certain woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.

Luke 17:5 And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"

e. God’s will cannot be refused.

Isa 55:11 So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.
C. Atonement

1. Universal Atonement
Atonement refers to all aspects of salvation including redemption, remission of sins, propitiation, and reconciliation.  The Arminian view is that God loves all people and that Christ died indiscriminately for everyone. The blood of Christ is the basis for atonement but cannot be received unless the person freely wills to accept it.  It is often heard in the world that God loves everyone and that everyone is a child of God.  Both of those statements are easily seen to be wrong.  God does hate some people and actions: 

John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
Rom 9:13 Just as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." 

Mal 2:16 "For I hate divorce," says the Lord, the God of Israel, "and him who covers his garment with wrong," says the Lord of hosts. "So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously." 

Psa 11:5 The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked, And the one who loves violence His soul hates.

Prov 6:16-19There are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: 17Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood, 18A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil, 19A false witness who utters lies, And one who spreads strife among brothers.

Prov 15:9 The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But He loves him who pursues righteousness.

John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

There are some Scriptures used by Arminians that seem to teach universal atonement until they are properly examined:
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

John 6:37 "All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.

John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Acts 10:43 "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins."
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

People who are dead spiritually cannot believe or receive Jesus so all Scriptures relating to belief resulting in salvation have the prerequisite of a person being born again.  The verse 2 Peter 3:9 (above) must be interpreted relating to whom it is written so that we know who the “any” are in that verse.  The letter is written to Christians so Peter is saying that no Christians will lose their salvation.  In John 6:37 John is saying that only those whom the Father brings to Jesus will be saved and that verse actually weakens any argument for universal atonement.  In John 1:29, the reference is to the fall in that Jesus will reverse the total effect of the fall in the eschaton (end time).  
2. Limited Atonement (Specific Redemption)
This statement is that only the Elect will be offered atonement since Jesus died only for those given to Him by the Father.  The blood of Jesus is certainly sufficient to atone for everyone but it is only efficacious for those who are given unmerited favor.  If the death of Christ atoned for everyone then there is no remaining penalty for anyone to pay, and no one would be subject to the wrath of God. Universal atonement leads inevitably to universal salvation since double payment for sins would be unjust and God is always just.  
a. The death of Christ is specifically for the elect.

John 10:14-15 "I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know Me, 15even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.

Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Gal 1:3-4 Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,

Rom 8:32-33 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies;
Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her;
Matt 26:28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.

Matt 1:21 "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins."
John 14:17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.

b. Jesus prays only for the elect.

John 17:9 "I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine;

c. Only the elect are saved.

Matt 1:21 "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins."

2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all (referring to those to whom the letter is written, the Christians) to come to repentance.

Col 1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.

2Thess 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.

d. Only the elect are loved.

1Thess 1:4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you;

Col 3:12 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;
This discussion must bring up the topic of reprobation or preterition.  Some people will accept the principle of election but many refuse to accept the principle of reprobation.  However, if God chooses some to be justified then He must also choose others for eternal punishment.  The main reason for this objection is that both limited atonement and reprobation exalt the sovereignty of God and the creatureness of man.  Natural man wants to occupy the centrality of the universe and thinks that he has the ability of express his “free will” to either accept or reject God so that he is the “captain of his soul”.  We see many Scriptural verses to support reprobation as discussed by Paul in the ninth chapter of Romans including:

Rom 9:10-13 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; 11for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not because of works, but because of Him who calls, 12it was said to her, "The older will serve the younger." 13Just as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."

Paul expected an outcry against this teaching and responded:

Rom 9:14-18What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 15For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." 16So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. 17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth." 18So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.

He elaborates again as he anticipates further objections to this teaching:

Rom 9:19 You will say to me then, "Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?" 20On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, "Why did you make me like this," will it? 21Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for common use? 22What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23And He did so in order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, 24even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.

In Rom 9:19 Paul asked the question some might have at this point: “If God is responsible for not imparting saving grace in some people, how can He then find fault in them for resisting His call?”  Paul answers this question in verses 20-22 by stating that God is sovereign and makes each person accountable to Him alone.  He continues in verses 23-24 by saying that He showed mercy on some for the world to know the riches of His glory upon those chosen people.  God chooses His people from among the Jews and the Gentiles; in other words, He chooses His people from among all the peoples of the earth.  Peter and John also wrote on this topic:

1Peter 2:8 and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.

John 10:26 "But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep.

Rev 13:8 And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.
Rev 13:10 If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints.
Many people refuse to believe the Gospel and the cause of that refusal is within them.  Unless God acted on some people with an effectual call to salvation all would refuse the Gospel call.  His actions to save a few are for His glory.  There has been and never will be someone who wants to be a child of God who will not become a child of God.  Those who do not become His children never wanted that position for they loved themselves more than they loved God.  The main problem people have with this doctrine is rooted in a complete misunderstanding of the evil nature of natural man (Rom 3) and the absolute holiness of God (Rev 4:8; Psa 99:5).  The fact is that God selects some for salvation and some for reprobation.  Some will then ask “Why then should we evangelize in the world?”  The answer is twofold: “God told us to do it” and we do not know who has been chosen for which purpose so we give the Gospel message and God works the miracle of regeneration to those whom He has chosen: 
1Cor 3:7-8 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth. 8Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.

Jesus told His disciples what to do when people reject the truth:

Luke 9:5 "And as for those who do not receive you, as you go out from that city, shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them."
D. Grace
1. Grace can be refused.

The Arminians believe that God’s will is for all men to be saved but man can refuse this offer of salvation by his free will.  The following may seem to support this statement.  Context of the verses easily elaborates the meaning to be other than someone refusing God’s offer of grace.
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

John 3:18-21 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."

John 5:40 and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life.

John 8:45 "But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me.
2. God’s gift of grace is irresistible.

The will of the Father is that all those for whom His Son’s died as perfect payment for their transgressions will receive salvation.  God gives His elect spiritual life and they then eagerly accept His offer of grace.  God does not force anyone to accept His offer.  The dead spirits find the offer of Satan irresistible and the live spirits see God’s offer as irresistible.  Paul is an excellent example of the irresistible grace of God.  This irresistible offer of grace is sometimes referred to as “effectual calling”.  There is no distinction made between regeneration and effectual calling for God’s effective calling changes our nature (born again) so we can then willingly submit to Him.  The effectual call of God to His people then takes place concurrent with the process of regeneration.  Some theologians make a slight distinction since a person who is spiritually dead cannot hear God’s Word.  However the order is indistinguishable in time but sequential in logical order.  Jesus often referred to differences between people as some could see and hear and others could not:

Matt 13:16 "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.

Mark 4:23 "If any man has ears to hear, let him hear."
The following verses support the irresistible grace of God view.
a. The irresistible grace of God.

Daniel 4:35 "And all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What hast Thou done?'

Isaiah 46:9-10 "Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, 10Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying,' My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';

Isaiah 55:11 So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.
b. The irresistible will of God is the salvation of the elect.

John 6:29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent."

John 6:37 "All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.

c. The Father spiritually begets those He elects.

James 1:18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.

John 1:13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

d. God’s will is accomplished by giving eternal life.

John 5:21 "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.

Eph 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

Acts 11:18 And when they heard this, they quieted down, and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life."

e. Grace is effectually applied by the Holy Spirit.
Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

2Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
E. End Result of Salvation
1. Man can fall from grace and lose his salvation.
The Armenian position is that since man is responsible for choosing salvation, he is also responsible for maintaining his position before God.  He has to keep using his free will to continue living a life pleasing to God.  If he finds such a life too burdensome or changes his convictions he can fall from grace and lose his salvation.  Although the following are used as Scriptural justification for this position, each is actually concerning people who were never born again.
Gal 5:4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

Heb 6:4-6 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.

Heb 10:26-27  For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.

2. Perseverance of the Saints.

Salvation is totally of the Lord and God is sovereign, omniscient, and omnipotent so He will keep His children within the fold.  Christians persevere because God preserves them so it may be better to refer to this letter of the tulip to be “preservation of the saints”.  Paul told us that we are free of the condemnation of God forever:
Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
John and Paul told us that we have eternal life and free from the wrath of God:

John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
Rom 5:9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.
Here are some supporting Biblical evidences for the perseverance of the saints:

a. Perseverance is God’s responsibility.

Jude 1:1 Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ:

Ezekiel 11:19-20 "And I shall give them one heart, and shall put a new spirit within them. And I shall take the heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, 20that they may walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances, and do them. Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God.

Deut 30:6 "Moreover the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live.

b. Perseverance is not dependent upon the elect.

1Peter 1:3-5  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,
5who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

2Tim 4:18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

c. The will of God is perseverance of all who are regenerated.
Psa 37:28 For the Lord loves justice, And does not forsake His godly ones; They are preserved forever; But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.

1Thess 5:24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.

Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

d. Salvation cannot be lost because God would not change His mind.

1Thess 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jude 1:1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:

John 6:39 "And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.

John 10:28 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.
Rom 8:37-39 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
All of the above certainly make a strong case for the Biblical truth of the “TULIP”, but mainly for the sovereignty of God.  Since God is sovereign, His people are chosen and kept within His kingdom forever.  I do not know why God chose me but I praise Him all the time for His gift of free, irresistible grace.  
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