Dear Fellow Christians,  (January 22, 2006)
 

I am sending this in Rich Text Format.
 

This is the first day of the week and it is on this day that I hope to send out my weekly devotional to you people that are so important to me.  Sending out a devotional in even a rudimentary fashion is a bit of a challenge to me with my email software.  Bear with me as I do my best.
 

Living Theology is the name that I have chosen for my ministry because to me theology is meant to be practiced as we are living in this world.  Theology is the knowledge of God and that knowledge is what we should be constantly seeking as we attempt to live a life pleasing to God.  God has chosen His children to give us FAITH and faith is the "enabling power of God".  Faith enables us to believe the Gospel message.  Faith enables us to obey the commands of our Lord Jesus.  Faith is also one of the most misunderstood concepts in theology.  I have written a paper that I hope will help us all better understand this concept:  http://livingtheology.com/Faith.htm.  I hope that you will have time to read it this week and I will talk more about it next week.
 

My emphasis with Living Theology is for us all to stick to the important theological concepts God has given us to allow us to live a life dedicated to Him.  I am certain that Satan wants us to spend as much time as possible on matters of interest that take us away from the concepts essential to the Christian life.  What other concepts?  Well, one that comes right to me is "End Times" for many people read books about such, go to movies about such, spend time reading about such from people who are taking time away from the really important matters to write books about such so that they can become rich (one possible motive).  Well, what I have to say about the End Times is that they will happen without any attention on our part!  I don't know exactly how the End is going to come and neither does anyone else.  The important question regarding any such concept that takes us away from the theology of living is "how will studying this concept help me live this week as a person devoted to Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior?"  A key verse to me in my attempt to live here for Christ is
 

ROM 12:1 "I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
ROM 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
ROM 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith."
[As an aside for faith, I have included 12:3 that tells us the origin of faith -- it is given to us by God]
 

Each day I need to fight being conformed to this world as it attacks me via newspapers, magazines, and TV.  Each day instead of being conformed to the world I need to work to renew my mind with the theology of God so that I will indeed be transformed as I learn the will of God.  Each day needs to start by consciously devoting myself to God by prayer and reading and meditating on His Word.  Let God deal with the matters such as the End Times and I pray that each of us will spend our time in assisting in the transformation of ourselves into better disciples of Jesus Christ.
 

I pray that each of us will be led by the Holy Spirit in all of our ways during this week.  Let us all make attempts to "pray without ceasing".
 

In Christ,
 

Leon
