February 5, 2006
Today is the first day of another week for us as we all serve the Lord in many different ways.  Whatever our vocation we are first serving the Lord. 
We all have to be very careful with words for the biggest problem with communication is a misunderstanding or use of words.  For example, we often use the word “church” to mean the building to which we go for a worship service.  But the word “church” means the “called-out-ones” or the “assembly” and refers to the group of believers.  Now that we understand the meaning of the word “church” we can understand the meaning of two other concepts: the visible church and the invisible church.  Applying the meaning of church, we understand that “visible church” means an assembly of believers.  BUT everyone in the assembly of people claiming to be believers may not actually be believers.  John reminded us of this fact in one of his letters:

1John 2:19 “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.”

So we have to have the concept of the “invisible church”, which means the group of true believers.  The visible church then refers to all the members of a particular congregation like Midway Presbyterian Church.  The invisible church refers to all true believers throughout the entire world – all of the true believers of Jesus Christ that live all over the world.
Are we allowed to know the membership of the invisible church?  No, that is not something for us to even consider.  Jesus Christ addressed this issue to His disciples in the following:

Matt 13:24 “He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field.

Matt 13:25 "But while men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares also among the wheat, and went away.

Matt 13:26 "But when the wheat sprang up and bore grain, then the tares became evident also.

Matt 13:27 "And the slaves of the landowner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?'

Matt 13:28 "And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' And the slaves said to him, 'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?'

Matt 13:29 "But he said, 'No; lest while you are gathering up the tares, you may root up the wheat with them.

Matt 13:30 'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."' "
We cannot see the heart of another person.  We have to just accept the people in our “church” and leave the segregation into “believers” and “nonbelievers” up to the Lord Who does see the hearts of all people.  As we all know, we see people who seem to not act as true believers when they are outside of the assembly but we must be very careful in our attitude toward them.  If we suspect that they are not true believers we can and should feel free to talk about our walk with Christ to them and try to engage them in such a conversation.  They may be true believers but just very immature believers and so we should offer legitimate ways for them to become more mature (meetings of Christians at work, Sunday School classes, neighborhood Christian meetings, etc.).  All of us need to participate in ways to become more mature in our Christian walk and in helping others we can also help ourselves.  [This ministry is helping me a lot!]
So this week please let us all think about the visible and the invisible church and be alert to ways that the Lord may lead us to either be a participant in the bringing of an unbeliever into the invisible church and then into the visible church or He may lead us into a participation in transforming a member of the visible church into the invisible church.  But we must always remember that we cannot see the heart of another person.  Later I hope to talk about some main points that are necessary for someone to be considered a member of the invisible church.  These points do not include the color of the carpet in the sanctuary!

May God bless us all in our search for a perfect walk with Him.

Leon

